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Act of 23 February 1861 

 Statute I, Chap. XIII. – An Act to prescribe the Rates of Postage in the Confederate 

 States of America, and for other purposes. 

 

Source: The Statutes at Large of the Provisional Government of the Confederate States of 

 America, pages 34-36. 

 

Published: Richmond, 1862. 

 

 

Mandated prepayment of postage 

 

Established postage rates for:  

Letters 

Drop letters  

Circulars, pamphlets and periodicals 

Newspapers 

Books 

Packages 

Letters carried by private express 

 

Established fee for advertised letters 

 

Abolished  

 Franking privilege, except for Postmaster General, his chief clerk, auditor of the Treasury for 

the Post Office Department and postmasters 

 Registration system 

 

Authorized the Postmaster General to enter into arrangement for transmission of mail between 

foreign governments 

 

Postmaster General to provide stamps in the denominations 2, 5 and 20 cents 
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