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Act of 31 January 1865   

 An Act to Authorize Newspapers to be Mailed to Soldiers Free of Postage 

 

Sources: 

Journal of the Confederate States of America, 1861-1865, Vol 4 (Washington, DC: 

Government Printing Office, 1904), 321, 332, 469-470, 497, 502, 508. 

 

Journal of the Confederate States of America, 1861-1865, Vol 7 (Washington, DC: 

Government Printing Office, 1905), 359, 360, 453-454, 516-517, 523. 

 

 

On 7 December 1864 Senate Bill 310 was introduced to authorize newspapers to be mailed to 

soldiers free of postage. The full text of the bill is given below (page 1). 

 

The bill was passed by both houses of Congress and sent to President Davis for signature on 

19 January 1865. The President vetoed the bill (page 2). Subsequently Congress overrode the 

veto and on 31 January 1861 the Act was sent to the Attorney General for filing (page 3). 

 

This Act was passed so late in the war it is not known if it was implemented by the Post Office 

Department or if the administration appealed the law. 

 
 

 
 
 
         Journal of the Confederate States of America, 1861-1865, Vol 4, page 497.  
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Jefferson Davis’ veto message 
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************** 
 

        

        31 January 1865 
 
Journal of the Confederate States of America, 1861-1865, Vol 4, page 508. 
 
Thomas Jenkins Semmes was a Senator from Louisiana 
 
 


