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A WoRD B EFO RE 

1 HE feeling with which one starts to st:udv the history and 

~~ philateli c aspects of a provisional issue of the C onfederate 

States could be likened to that of being in a house with a 

thousand doors and every other door locked and the key 

thrown away. It is only now and then that the philatelic 

student can open more than one or two of the doors leading to new discove ries 

concerning these most interesting postage stamps. 

A combination of fortunate circumstances opened for m e many of the doors 

which withheld the secFets of that issue of p1·ovisional postage stamps issued by 

Colonel Matthew C. Gallaway for the city of Memphis at the beginning of 

the Civil W ar. I have tried to compile these facts so that they will be of use 

to the stamp student and aid him in the study of these stamps. 

This little work would not be complete without th e expression of my sin

cere thanks to those gentlemen who helped in its preparation. :\1r. August 

Dietz whose knowledge of printing as it was practiced sixty years ago was 

indispensible in the solving of several typographic tangles. Ylr. George W al

cott <;lid more than his share with the loan of material , ' 'vhile Edward S. Knapp 

made suggestions as to portions of the text. Most of the newly found d::tta 

unearthed in l\I.I emphis concerning these interesting Provi.sionals was the work 

of M r. L. P. Wulff of that city. All of these gentlemen were always ready 

w ith their time and advice in the preparation of the work as it progressed ~n 

serial fo rm. 

There is still m uch to be found out about these interesting stamps and it is 

to be hoped that the stamp studen t w ho is devoting his time to the stamps of 

the Confederate States wiH not overlook their possibilities . 

'T'HE AcTHOR. 
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SoM E PosTAL HisTORY oF MEMPH IS 

C'Ol.. :VL\T'IIIE\\' C'. Ci\ 1.1.,\\\' AY 

Conftdcrac~ is noub ly difficu lt llOl alone 

\ Vh ile the mil it <liT ear n p:ugns 

of the \V:tr of ,'cce:;sion brought 

forth tomes of his ton. tlw othn dc

partnwnts nccc~:'a r~ to the running 

)i the gon·rrlllH'rl t han been s iO\dy 

.;inking into ob!i,·ion for the w an t 

1f the proper chronicling. \' o 
phase of the \\'a r is more ba rT(' Il of 

amhoritatin· inionnation than tlw 
Conft>dnatc Po:;to ffi~T I ) epartrllt'llt 

and its intcma l \\'Orkin gs. ( Jc

cas ionally a ra~· of l ight H"ill pene

tra te th e blanket of darkness sho\\·

ing us something of the mammoth 

undertaking attempted by Post· 
m<tster-Ccncra l Reagan ami his <k
partment \\'h en they too k O\'t' r the 

postal s~·stem in the st>ccded S tatrs. 

with the e~ception of T ennessee. 

;~s of .June 1. 1861. 

The study of the stam p nuis

-;ions of any particu lar rity ir1 the 
hecausc of tlw paucit~· of reliable 

information in general hut because practicall~ t·,·cr~· city of an~· size or im

portance in the So11th " ·as at one t ime or ar 1other during the \\'ar ca pt u red . 

pillaged and usual(~· bumtd. Such records as \\·ou ld hr usdul to the stamp 

stud ent haYC long si nce been destroyed. if they l'\'t'r e~i~ted. and such kno \\'l

edge a:; \\'e can g lea n from the smouldering ruins is ml'ager indeed . 
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Tu E PosT:-.rASTER's PRo\·rsro:--:Ar.s or YlE:-.rPHIS, TENXESSEE 

YinrrHIS ~loRE FoRTUNATE 

Memphis, Tennessee, lying as it d id and being t he key-way to a long 
st retch of the :V1 ississippi river was early in the war an objective of the Federal 
forces. It was occupied by Commodore C. H . Dav is, June 6, I 862, and \\·as 
from then on used as a center of operations and felt but little of the sting that 
was to be the lot of ma nv cities late r in the conflict. I t is for this reason that 
there w ns some hope of finding at the original source direct in formation bear
ing on the subject. 

T hrough sen·ntl diffe rent sources, but particularl y by the efforts of ~l r. 

L. P. Wulff of M emphis, the fi les of severa l newspapers published at the time 
were uncarthtd and these were carefully read w ith the hope that some con
temporary in format ion could be obtained. A copy of the ~ Iemph is City 
D irectory for the year r86o giv<·s the fo llowing list of newspapers as b:: ing 
published in the city at that time: 

d ppeal- dail y, wee kl y :~nd tri-weekly. 
d v(li;uzrhr- daily , \\·eekl)' and tri-weekly. 

Bullffiu-dai ly, W<Tkl y and tri-'<veekly. 
Evening Argus- daily and weekl y. 
T:ngiuN'r- -dai ly, \\'L'e kl y and tri-weekly. 
( ,'ity 1 l f/11- daily. 

It will b<' seen as of passing interest tha t the c ity had more da il~· JH:·,,·s
papcrs in 1 Set) than it has toda~· · This \\'as the case as it was then one of the 
largest cornnH.'ITia l citi~s in the South, b:'ing the hu b of the surrounding Sta tes 
in btlsines~; ani,·itT. 

Complete files of all of tht•se papc·rs cou ld not be found , but broken fi les o -f 
one or t \\'O ot them published during the month of inte rest came to light, and 
they have yielded probably the richest mine of phil atelic information dis
cove red in n·cent years. T his new knowledge not only informs us of man)' 
points conccming the ~1emphis stnmFS themselves. but also about the Confed
erate (;en era I Issues and the post a I h istOr)' of the times. It i from the files of 
these newspapers--broken , bad I y clipped and in poor condition, that ,,.e ,,·ill 
look for om first hand in fo rm at ion as to the procedure and condition at 
~lernphis during the "stampless period ." 

TH E "STA,\I f>LF.SS PERtoD'' 

The Confederate government took ove r the postal affa irs in the South as 
of June 1, d~6 1 , but this did not include the State of Tennessee, ,,·hich did not 

scct"dt' until J une 9 . r H6r, and was a sort of an illegitima te member of the 
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THE PosT\fASTER's PRonsioNALS OF :\.1 EMPH!s. TEN~ESSEE 
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Confederate States up until that time. When the government did take over 
the postal affairs in the Southern States it did not provide postage stamps 
un til O ctober 16, I 861, and the imerven ing time during which the Confed
erate government operated the postal system and the date upon which they 
provided stamps of general issue is known today as the "stampless period." 
It was during these five and one-half months that the local posta l emissions 
in the various cities and towns of the Confederacy occurred. which ga\·e 
birth to some of the rarest postage stamps known to the collector. 

The first direct. allusion to the mail service found in any of these :\lemphis 

papers is dated June 3, 1861. It is as follows: 

A:\OTHER MAIL. F AlLURE 

The pas:;enger train on the Mis~is:<ippi and Tennt:~~ec Ry. brought no mail this 
morni n ~. It is now three days s ince w e rece ived a Southe rn or Eastem mail. From 
indication!> mai l arran~ement!' are rapidly playinj! out and our Northern mails are 
Yery irregular. 

We can ta ke from this that the Fedcral government ceased to send mail 
into the South as of june l, 1861, and included the State of Tennessee in this 
order, although it did not properly secede until eight days later. \Ve have seen 
several covers from ~~1emphis dated J une 1. 1861 with 3c.- -7 stamps on them, 
as no effort was made in Memphis to accede to the five-cent rate of the Con
fcderacv until severa l davs later. One of these covers addressed to ::'\ew . . 
Orle:ms has handstamped on the face "D.uc 5· ., This was evident!\' stamped 

at New Orleans . 

.111111' 6th, 1861. CoN FEIJERATE P osTAGE STAMPS 

T he Rirh mo11d Dispatch says : no contract h:l!- been entered into for the m anu
fac turing of posta~e ~tamps nor can any he had for distribution for seve ral months. 
\ 'a rioul' d esigns h ave been submitted by severa l Li tho~rapher:; of New Orlean;; and 
Baltimore, none of which has p leased or been accepted hy the gove rnment. 

Th e PMtmaster ( ienera l wi ll make arran~ements as ~peed il y as possible for their 
procurement. 

}UII (' TO, 1861. Tm: P oST OFFICE 

Mr. M arklan, Federal m a il agent arrived yesterday. W e learn he d esigns to 
re-open the post office today. 

T his gentleman, then, arrived two days after Tennessee voted t o secede 
from the Union, and his mission was to open the mail communications with the 
i':orth . We will now see how he succeeded. T he following day quite an 

article appeared informing the public of the entire situation. It follo\YS: 

T 11E P osTAL ArFAIKS 

T he vote of Tennessee on Saturdav last m ay be regarded a~ having completed her 
separation from the Lincoln (iovernment without the. formality of an ExecutiYe Procla· 
rnation. We must, therefore, look for a paper ed tct from the de~pot enth roned at 
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TH E PosT.\1.\~TER's PRonsto:---ALS or- ~IE.\IPHIS. T ENXESS£E 

\Va~hington com ma nd ing the speedy withdrawal of mail facilities in the Stnte a;; l1ns 
been done in every other St ate out,;ide of his own dominion:- that ha. had the temerit\' 
to show its de\·otion to the rau;;e of Southern freedom. Our own c ity, a$ is \\'ell -krHiwri, 
ha~ already been sel.ected as the especi al target of :-rbo lition malignity in thi~ respect 
and ha:-; been proscnbtd by an a ttempted s u:->pension of all mail communication with 
other portions of the country. Po:<tmasters in Tennesl'ee have been notified of this 
farc ica l moYement and received their order!' to send a ll lettt'rs dest ined fo r M emphis to 
Vi'a~hington , with the v ie w of ha,-in l-' t heir se als \·io l:rted and their contents pillaged 
hy a pack of uncon~cionablt: ~coundre l s who haYe lt>gal ized the ft under the mocken· 
of organized government. According to the arrangement~ made b.\· the Confedera t·e 
States the ne w posta l system will not take effect in Tennes~ee unti l 'the fir~t of July
nearly three week~ hence-thus lea v ing us at the m ercy of the enemY's \\·himl' in t he 
continl-(ent ab~cnce of confid ence on the part of our contractors. · 

\\' h:lt w e propose to suj!;~est under the~e c.:i rcum~l ance~ i~ that Pnstmal'ter-(;e nc ral 
R eagan of the Confede rate Statel' he urged to extend us m a il faci l itie~. as ~-tuaranteed 
hy the new law, as soon as he ~hall he officially notified of the action of our State in 
the la~t election and if he deem himself unauthorized to pur:->ue lh i~ course, which may 
he po~~ih l e, let Governor H arris il'~tre a proclama tion pl edgi n~ a ll m a il contractors in 
Tenne~!'ee the credit of the State fo r the payment of any de fi cit that may be incurred 
by the completion of their contracts in the event of Lincoln · ~ orde ring a stoppage. Thi~ 
will g i\'e much confidence in the matter, and in;:urt> ~~~ the advantages th at can he 
rt>asonably exrccted. 

In the latter cuntin~e nc ,·, ho,,·eyer, w e w ould he taxed double rates upon all mail 
matter a~ we now are pas~iri'f! to and from the States of the new Confederacy. The 
fact that the tole rat ion of th is incon\'en ience fo r the cornin ~-t three w eeks, whic h qf 
course w e will face without a mu rmur if necessary, will IHO,·e a ;:erio us annoya nce to 
us, is an amply suffi cient rea~on for the Postma~ter Ceneral to at least take the mattt•r 
under adYisement immediate I.'·· If the subject is not taken into conside ration very :-oon 
e ithe r by th e authoritie!' of the Confed erate State!' or those of T e nnessee we m ay pos~ihly 
find our~eh·t's suhjerted lo a ,;tate of affair;: within l c~~ than ten day~ that \\· ill ~uper i n
cluce a di~order in our postal sy~tem almo~t amounting to chao~. Forewarned let u~ he 
forea rmed. 

l consider this artide to be one of the most important bits of Confederate 

philatelic informtltion evrr unearthed. It changes our previous belief about 

postal mn cli tions in T ennessee during t he- beginning of the ' 'stamplcss period.'' 

ancl gin·s us the ,·ery delinitt information that it was first decided that Tennes

see \\'as only to bl:' ta ken over officially by th e Confedcr::ttc postal system one 

month la ter than the other Southcm States. It is remarkable. but it is no 

more so than the ioll<m·ing " ·hich appcan·d in the same paper 011 the same dar: 

To TilE Cn J%E-'S oF r ASIIVtr.LE A1\o DA.nuso.-.. Cou~TY: 

I fet'l it due to ,·ou ~o ma n,· of whom kindh· aided m t: in ohtainin~ m ,· appoint
ment as po!'t-rnaster t;f Nas lH· ille·, to furnish th e.: f;>llowing i n~tructions f ro m the Lincoln 
Ccl\·ernment none of '' hich, :rs a Southern m:.n and a defender of Southern honor, 1 can 
ohe.,·, and therefore compelled h.\ a very instinct of my nature, as \\·ell a:< regard. f.or my 
own feelings and in accord ance "·ith rny ideas of proprietry, to resign m v positiOn . as 
po:<rrna ~ ter of :-.:a~h,· ille, :llld ~ i \'C rn~· rea~on~ for ~o doing. Ou yesterdny the followul~ 
letter was recei\'ed: 

PosT OFFICE DEP,\RTME:>.T 

Jh :.\ll f.WI"'ER 0FFJC~: , ./i/111' 1 1 186 1. 

Sue The Postrna~ter-Cenrral din·cl~ that all letter~ maikd or di~trihutcd at your 
oHiec directed to Southern Stnt e~ which can not he forwarded to the ir intend ed dcsti
n:lt ion~ 0 11 acc-ount of the dis(·ontinuanee of mai l sen · ice, or an~· othe r cause, i< ha ll be 
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THE PosTi\IASTER's PRovrsiO:'\ALs oF YlEi\IPlliS, TE NXESSEE 

~t onc.c returned to th~ dead letter office. You will therefore once a week (o r oftener 
If the~ ~ccurnulate rapul.ly ) ma~e a separat~ return of such letters, postm ark each on the 
!>ealed s1de-put. domest1c,_ foreign. and registered letters in separate parcels, and mark 
each parcel outside and bills showmg their number and rate~. 

. This return must be put in a package, o r pouch sepa rate from anY other matter 
d~rected to ··Dead Letter Oftice" postmarkerl and pla inly labeled out:;id e ·'Letter fo; 
Southern States." 

P OSTM ASTF.R, NASHVILLF., TENNESSEE. 

Yours respectfully, 
Your Obedient Servant, 
A. N. ZEVELY, Jrd /Iss/. Postmas/ pr-Gnzeral. 

This morning I received the following dispatch: 

vV ASHI !\'GTO~ . D. c., .June 6, 1861. 
To P OSTMASTER: The post office at Memphis, Tcun. i!i discontin ued. The Post

ma ~tcr Genera l orders postmasters to forward to the Dead Letter Office at vVashington 
al l mail matter which is directed to that office. 

]OHN A. KASSON, Is/ !Iss!. Postmaster- Geueral. 

T mmediately on receipt of this d iiipatch I sent the following answer: 

P OSTM ,\STt;R.-GENERAL, 

If/ as!tinglon, D. C. 

P OST O FFICE NASHVILLE, T EXN., 

.lime o, 186 1. 

Your lette rs of instr uctions of June 1st in relation to the Southern mail and also 
you r dispatch of June 6th in relation to Memphis office received. Neither ca n be com
plied with by me. Accept thi~ as my resi~nation whic h is on the road. 

\ V. D. M CNiSH, 

I :-uh~equently ~ent the fo llo\Ying letter hy mail: 

]0111\ A. KASSO~, 
l SI . • lssl. Postmaster Gen. 

Postmaster, Nashville, Tenn. 

NASHVILLE, TEK:\' . 

.Tmu 7, 1861. 

Si r : You r orders ( per telegraph) notify ing me of the di~continunnce of the po~t 
oftice at M emphis, Ten n. and directing me not only to withhold Southern correspon
dence intend ed for that point but to send to the Dead Letter Office at vVashington, is no"· 
before me. My honor, interest and inclination forbid compli ance. l th erefore chee rfully 
tender : ·ou m:· resignation to take place at once, and I mar be permitted to add that I 
!(uppo~e the mai l will still continue to be tramportcd ~outh without inter ruption. 

Yours Respectfully, 
\V. D. McNiSH. 

It will he seen that b,· instructions even · k tter written here and elsewhere b,· the 
fa thers, hrothers, sisters, ,~-ives, and children of our brave volunteers now in Virg inia 
and in other Southern Sta tes are to be handed over to the "Paul P rep" of the Dead Letter 
Oflice at \V ash ing ton and all the correspondence of the government of our State, the 
military board, and every military office here and elsewhere with the official s in 
\ Vashing ton instead of being read bY our officers to whom they :.re addressed. This 
might he a convenience to those who are preparing to assail us with fire and swords, 
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THE PosTi\IASTER's PRonsro~ALS OF .\I IDI PH 1s. TEN:--- E'SSEE 

hut concei,·e that I would be a traitor to my Sta'te nnd the South to e ither di recth· 
or ~ndir~ct l ~· aid and a~5ist in ~uch a :-cheme and, as before . tared , haYe tendered m;· 
rcs tgnatlon and lenve !'uch work to he done In ~orne OIH' who~e loYe of office and 
emoluments thereof, may inuuce him ro ~acrlfice the lins and property of his 
neighbor~. their ''"in~ and their children hy giv ing the aid and comfort to the enemy 
which carrying out the in~truction~ would do. 1 cannot do it- T will not do it. And 
in conclu~ion can onh· re'turn m,· g rateful thank~ to the man,· friend~ who haYc stood 
hy me and supported me since; :~s well a~ before Jn\' ente~ing on the d uties of the 
office. To expl ain to them the reasoning of m) re>ig .. lation i ~ the ca use of thi!' ca r·d, 
and to n~~ure th em that they will alway~ he kind] _,. rememher·ed by thei r friend , 

w. n. M cNISH. 

This intt:n :sting communication by the far her of the l\' ashvill e )Jro,·isionals 

w as dipped by the VIemphis papers after having been nm in T/i(> Doily Nash

•uille Patriot on June 8, 186 1. The next item appearing in the ~ Iemph is press 

of which \\'t' have a nv record \\'as on June 15. l t fo ll ows : 

P OSTAL STAMPS 

P~:r~ons in need of {· . S. po~ta~e ~tamps ca n he ~upplied by application ar 1he 
.-1 ppral Counting Room. 

::\·1 r. :\ l c:\' ish resigned ·from the Federal sen· ice, but he contin ued a~ post
m aster until his formal appointment undcr the Confedera te go,·ernment, and 

we find the: follo\\·ing in the :\I em phis paper~ 011 June d~. 1861. 

I ~STR ucTro:-;s TO PosTM AS rEKs 

B_,. the ,·ote of the c itizens cast on the 8th, Tenne~~ee ha~ become a member of the 
Southern Confecle racL T he following are instruction~ tu the Po~tma~ter~ of the Con
fed eracy which you ~,·ill please obser~·e and be ~oYcrncd by: 

"An act to prescrihe the rntes of postage in the Confederate States of America, and 
for other purposes.'' 

T he Congress of the Con federate States of Americn do c rl :ltt, thnt from, aud after 
such period a-s the P ostmaster-Cenernl may by proclamation an nounce, the re ~hall he 
ch n rgc<i the fol lowing rate~ o f postage, to wit, For every sin~lc lette r in manu~cript on 
papu of nny kind, upon which information shall be askrd for or communicated in 'Hit
in~ or hy ma rks. or signs conveyed in the mai I for nny dista nce between places with the 
Confederate States of America, not exceeding five hundred miles, live cents, and for ar1v 
di ~tance exceeding five hundred miles double th at rate, and every lette r or p arcel not ex
ceedinp: hal f an ounce in weig ht shall he d eemed a single letter, an d e ,· e ry additiona l 
w eight of l e~~ than half an ounce, sh all he ch:nged with additiona l single postage, and 
all package~ containing other than printed or written matte r, and mone~· packag-es n rc 
included in thi~ class, shall be rated hy weig ht as letters are rated, and ~hall be char~ed 
tfle rate~ of postage on leuers, and all drop letter~ or l e tter~ placed in any pu~toflice not 
for transmission, hut for delivery only shall be charged with postage at the r ate of two 
cents each, a nd i n all the fo•egoing cases the po~tage must be prepaid by ~tamps, and. all 
le tter~ shall he rea fter he advertised as remaining over or uncalled for in any post office, 
!>hall be cha rged with two cents each in add ition to the regula r postage, both to he 
accounted for a:o: other postage of this Confederacy. 'N. D. Me ISH. 

T he day before the foregoing appeared in tht· Ylcmphis newspapers Post
master M. C. Gallav .. ·ay inserted the following : 

The Confedernte Government having assumed control over the Po~t al Affairs of 
T ennessee f rom this d a te, a ll letters mailed at this office must be prepaid at the counter 
of the M emphis postnffice, under the Confederate rates of postage. Five cent~ for all 
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THE PosnJASTER's PRonsroxALS or :\lE:\IPHIS, T u:'\ X ESSEE 

letter~ under fi\·e hundred miles and ten cents for all letter. O\·er that distance w ill be 
the charge, to be paid in money. Confederate );tamp~ h:l\·e not yet been proYided, but I 
am now having erwelope~ printed \\·hich ''"ill he read\ fo r u~e 011 \\'edne~da\· that \Yill 
prove a great corl\·enience to the public. · · 

.lft•mphis .lullt' 1i, 1861. M. C. GALLAWAY, Post maslrr. 

This communicat ion to the public shows that the Confederate go,·ermnen t 
took o,·er the postal affairs in T ennessee as of June 17th, and that printed 
em·elopcs m;re promised by Col. Gallaway the following W ednesday. This 
would make the date of issue of the \1emphis Provisionals as June 19, 186r, 
if th ry '\'ere ready as the Colonel said they \·vould he. 'T'he earliest date I 
ha,·e seen an adhesive used is July 1st, howeve r. 

T he next item that we find relating to the postal system 111 any way 
appeared in the M emphis A ppe(l/ on June 22nd. It reads : 

Li~t of letter:; rem a ining in the postoffice a t Memphis, Tenn., the 21st day of 
June---

Signed M. ('. <7Ar.r.AWAY, Postmaster. 

The next thing we find in the d ppt'al on June 28th. It is of the height 
of interest and show~ that the public was dissatisfied with the way things 

werr going. It follows : 

P oST AL COM:'v!Ul'\ICATIOX WITH FORT vVRIC:HT, 

FORT ~'RrGIIT, June 2.'), 186 1. 

Eel:-. . I ppnll: Ple:1se a limY me to call the attention of our fr iend~ throu~h your 
column!- ro one fact: A great difticulty exists in regard to ~endinp: letter~ to friends 
li v i n~ :H a poi llt beyond Memphi~. Vi' e hav e no way of paying posta~e-no one to pay 
to-and we arc told that it i~ u!'eless to se nd letters to any point beyond Memphis b~· 
the •·Jnl-(oma r'' a~ they nrc not forwa rd ed from Memphi~. Cnn this be remedied? I 
know our fr i end~ want to hear from u~ occa!;iona lly, and if they knew the letter!' were 
in Memphi~, not forwarded, they "·ould make some arra ngement to have them sent on. 

R e!'pectfully, 
A SOLI11ER. 

The Ingomar was a packet carrying mail between lVl emphis and ~e\V 
0 rleans on the ~.1 ississippi and ope ra ted just befo re the war on that route . 
Aftt'r the "·ar it was documented August 1, d~6.t , at Cincinnati, Ohio, and 
later from Cairo. Illinois. according to t he records of the Bu reau of ~a,·igation 
of the C. S. Department of Commerce. It seems to be a well knmn1 P acket 
Cancellation. and is a - JxJsmm. onl, usua lly in rt'd, inclosing the words 
"!\l cmphis & )Jc"· Orleans, C. S. :\1. :\londay P acket I ngomar." For this 
latter information I am indebted to 1m- friend EdwardS. K napp of :\'"e"- York . 

.fllllf' 2-/-, Jl\61. 
RF.M O\'.\L 

The . l <t•alandn' oftice i ~ remoYed to th t' F.xpre~); Bid~ .. C'ou•-r St. oppo~ite C'ou rt 
Square. Counting room one rloor ea~t of Expre~~ ollire and below T eleg:raph office. 
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THE PosntASTER's PRovJsiO:-.:ALS OF M £ ,\1PHis, TEN~EssEE 

June 25, 1861. 
Memphis and Arkansas Ri ver T ri-weekly C. S. Mail Line. 

Rose Douglas . . J as. McGennis, M aster 
Chester Ashl ey . Resse P ritchard, Master 
Little Rock . . . . Jenks Brown, Master 
Frederick Not rebe . R. D. Haines, Master 

Memphis-Little Rock M ail Line leave Monday, Tue day, Thursd ay, Saturday, 
~ P. M., connecting at Pine Bluff with coaches for Princeton and a't Little Rock with 
small boats fo r air- points ahove that place, and with daily line of coaches for Hot 
Springs and South Arkansas and Cla rksville, T ex. 

The next thing of importance we find concerning t he postal svstem ap
peared on J une 29, d~61. It fo llows: 

June 29, 1861. 
T he Louisville Courier says Dr. Speed, the Postmaster at Louisville received the 

following d ispatch M on day relative to the for·wa rdi ng of letters from the Southern 
State , to parties in the ' 'Loyal States." t; nder this rule some four and five thousand 
letters in the Louisville postoffice from the South would be fo rwarded to their proper 
destination. 

J. ]. SPEED, P.M., 
Louisville, Ky. 

W ashinglon, lime 24, 1861. 

. .. 
You will for ward letters from the South for the loyal States as unpaid, after 

removing postage stamps, but forci~n letters on which prepayment is compul ory, must 
come to the Dead Letter Office. 

A. N. ZEHLEY, 

Jrd Asst. P. M. 

W e now see the authority at the beginning of the war for the for\\"arding 
• 0 

of letters from the Sou th to points within the Union. Note the instructions 
about removing the postage stamps. 

An item of July 2nd is included to show the P acket Cancellations that it 
is probably possible to find on letters of this period: 
July 2, 1801. 

Steamhoars carrying mail for New Orleans and way landin~s: 
Prince of \/Vales, Lod"· ick, Master, leave Fridays 
H. R. \V. Hill, em~er, Master, ieave Thursday 

For Randolph, Hickman and Columbus: 
Conway, Kin~, Master, leaYe Thur~day. 

Pine Bluff, Litt le Rock: 
Roe Dou~lass, McGennis, Master. 

Fnr V\l hi te R iver and Jacksonport: 
ew Moon, Deane, Master. 

For Fort ll a rri~, Randolph, Fulton, Oceola, ~ew M ad rid: 
Kentucky, P rie:.t. 

\Veek ly mai l boat fo r l)yer~b urg a nd Ar kansas State Line: 
Ren McC'ullock, T. J. Fracer. 

[ 12 



THE P osnrASTER's PRon sro:--rAL5 oF M EM PHIS, TE~XESSEE 

Several other items of interest from those ne\\·spapers are here,,·ith grven. 
A life history of Colonel ..\1atthew C. c;~tllaway from Keating's History of 
l\l emphis, Vol. 2, Page 13 I, will be found in the Appendix. 

July 11, r86 1. 
STA M PS A:'\1) STAM I'EU ENVE L.OPES l-OR SALE 

Eithe r ~tamps or sta mped enve lopes can he purchased at the Memphi~ Po~tofticc at 
the original CO!<t. The stamps have been gotten up for the con venience o f the business 
men of M emphi s, a nd are therefore only good a t this office. 

M. c. G ALLAWAY, P. M. 
July 1 2 , 186 1. 

W e a re under obligation ro R. }. \Vil ~on of the J:."xpress corps, for \\' estern a nd 
Northern pa pers, the m ail from the ("nited St ates ha~ entirely played out, and we are 
d epend ent u pon the express and telegra ph enti rely for news from that quarter. 

W e are indehred to the Adams Express ('o. for late papers. 

Ju ly 20, 1861. 

New route to New Orleans. Frorn and a fter today daily passenger and mail trains 
will lea ve the city fo r New O rleans via the Memp his and T ennessee R y. 

July 26, 1861. 

M AIL. F AILURE 

Owin~ to th~ fai lure of ou r R ichmond mail s, d u ri ng the last two d ay:;, we are 
unahle to ~ive o ur readers any extensive accounts, frorn reliabl e ~ources, o f the battl e of 
Manas~a !'. 'V e re{tret thi :- knowing the anxiety of the p ub lic to lea m the pa rticu l a r~ of 
the g lorious v i ~: rory. 

: fll (J llSI i , 1861. 

P OSTAGE ON LF.TI'ERS OF SOLOII::RS A!\0 MEMI\ERS 01 C'O:'\GRESS 

C'on~res,: has pa:<~ed in ~ccre t ses~ ion , the fo llo\\·ing bill which will he of inte rest 
to o ur read e r~. 

SEc. 1.-The C'ongrc~s of Con federate St:t tes of America does enact : T hat all le t te r~ 
and other matter~ nuthorized by the la w to he tran~mitted through t he ma il, written 
hy au~- oflicers, musician~ or priYates of the army enga~ed in the acrunl ~en· ice of the 
Confed era te S'ta tes, rn:ty he transfe rred throug h the mails to any other place in t he 
Confed erate States w itho ut prepayme nt of postage, hut lea ,·ing such po~tage to be 
collected upon the delh·er~ of l'aid letters or otht>r matters. Provided neq•rthele~s, 
that in all ~uch case~. the letters and other ma il matter~ so :;ent !'ha ll he i ndor~ed w ith 
t he n nme, and sh a ll he 0 11 account of the indi v idual se nding the same and shall contain 
a d e~c r i ption of the pa rty who se 11 d~ t he same by indo r:-ement of h i:- mili tn ry tit le if a n 
otlice r, or o f the company and regiment to which he belong=-, if a musician or pri,•ate. 

St:c. 2.-That lette r~ nnd other ma il matter ~ent to any officer, mu~ici an o r priY ate 
in the Confed era te State:< Army, at a ny point f rom which said oltice r, mu:-ician o r p ri,·ilte 
rna,· have been la w fulh· removed, ~h al l be fo rw a rd ed to the pe rson to whom directed 
at ihe po~toltlce ncare~t- which he ma~- haYe hee11 removed, free of additional po~ta~e. 

SEc. :;.- That on l etter~ trammitted b.v a member of ( 'ongre~~. with h is oHicia l 
~ i .~.::nature endor~ed on the same, prepannent of pusta ~c shall ltn l he n :q uin::d, hut the 
~ame may he paid on the d eliYery o f the lt:t ters thu:" t r:l n~mitted. 

( I 3 ] 



THE T w o- C ENT B LuE ADH ES I VE 

HE :\Jernph is Two-Cent Blue is one of the most interest ing 
stamps from a phi latel ic stand poin t bcrausc of its man y Haws 
and the fact that every position is a "va riety" all to itsel f. 

W hen the postal serv ice in T ennessee \\"as taken o,·e r h~· 

the Confederate gove rnment on J llll t.: 17th. 1 86r. and the 
postmastrrs in the various tO\nJs were obliged to usc their o"·n 

ingenuity in getting out the mail. awaiting the first stamp of the Ceneral 
Issue \\·hich :tppea red on October 16th, 1861 . -:\Iemphis was introducer! to an 
issue of t\\"O arl hes.Lve stamps aiJ(l a stamped envelope by her postmaster Colonel 
~\la tthen- C. Callawav. 

The first of these, the two cents blue, \vas pr inted locally and was bY 
the stnl'otype met hod from a woodcut o riginal. A full sheet is composed 

of fift~ · subjec ts set in ten horizontal rows of h\'e and the size of the 

sheet is .:;! ~ "xro;y4". It is printed on pd ure paper. common at that time. 
with the embossed insignia of the paper maker in the uppc·r cente r. T his em

bossing inl ls on the upper part of the fou rth stamp in the first rO\\' ( :\o . ..j.. ) 

Ill the stamps 1 han~ examined, bu t there is no rectson \\'hy it cou ld not fall 

at the bottom of the sheet if the pflp<:r had been fed to the press that wa~· · 

Th is st<t mp is probably one of the most mise rable makt·shif ts for a postage 

stamp C\ 't'l' i:-:s ued by any gon:· rnment at fillY time. 'rh is is n broad statement. 

But then. " ·ha t :>tamp can s~ww in a ~;ctting of only fi fty subjects, fi,·e stamps 
that are only t\\'O-thirds printed. four oi ,,·hich are the resul t of the cracking 

off of the sterotyp1·s on the outsidt' edge. a nd the fifth from poor " make ready" 
on the press by the slipping of the tympan . The cracked off subjects are :\o . 

5· 10 . 15 and 20 \\'hil e the sttn)1p sho\\'ing only indistinctl y on its r igh t :::ide 

is :\o. =;o . Further. :1 true "crack" ru ns from the ldt l'dge of the pa ne acros~ 
:\os. 1 ( 1 and 17 and most of the way acro~s ~o . r8 . A dd ed to Sl' \T ra l other 

clamagcd subjects and the ,·c ry 11 <1rro w spacing bet\\'cen the stamps as \n·II as 
the pe lt1re paper. this Con ted en1 te Postm<!Stc r's Pn.J,·isional indeed speaks of 

the nccessit,· of the t imes \\·herein it " ·ns horn . 

r , + 1 



'T11 E PosT.\1.-\STER's PRonsw~.\J.S OF .\I n rPJrrs. TE:':~ ESSEE 

The plating or rc
construrt ion of this 

~ramp is comparatin~ly 
ca:-\· h,·rarrse of its mam· . . 

"flaws" and hl'caust> ot 
its a I tnna tc ro\\' marks 
,,·hich help in determin

ing the row to which 
art,. particu lar stanrp 

bt•lorl gs. Each settir1g 
of twen ty sta111ps or 
each two rows, with 
the exception of the 
last two rows, ha,·c 

many of the same marks 
and rha racteristics on 
the . a me stamp posi
tion. . Thus, Nos. 1, 

I 1, 2 1 , 3 1 (and in this 

ca e ;\Jo. 41 ) ha\'e 
50111(' of the same marks 

which determine their 
altnnate row positions. 
bur they have, in addi
tion, individual marks 
that dete rmin e th eir ex
act position on the sheet. 

To the collf'ctor who 
has never attempted 
any plating, but desi res 
to do so, the Memphis 
Two-Cent Blue is about 
a easy as any stamp of 
the Confederate States 
to tart with. I ha,·c 
tried to desc ribe each 
position so that the 

. tudent w ho desires to 
try can locate one copy 

or as many as he chooses. 

[ 15 J 



THr~ PosT\L\STER's PRm·rsro:--: .-'I LS OF \ I E.\IPHrs. TEx:--: r::ssEE 

PosiTION CHAHACTERtSTt cs OF THE ME~IPHIS Two - CENT Bu.i E. 

2 -, 
.) 

1 .-~~m all dot o f co lo!· 011 tht· midd lt' nf the third lin t- of ~h:H i in~ ahoq· the ··s·· o f 
CE:\TS. Sma l l gap i 11 the kft l in e of the 1<-rrn .. , .. nf P.\lf l 11e ar foot of 1ha1 k·11n. Li11e 
d o w11 the llliddl t' ot th,· tip o f th t' star UIHler the "u" of PAIIl. Thc~e mark,: a rr a{/1'!'

nall' r orcc marks i1 1 th t' ti r~t \' C' rtica l ro " · of ~tam p~ a1 1d th e, · :1ppe :1r more o r ~r~~ di~ 
ti iH' th· in 1'\o~. 1 , 1 1, 1 1 , 31 and ..J. I. Th e mo:-t ch ar:wt('l'istic i ndi,·idu:d m :1rk ing of 
t hi~ Jn:-ition i ~ a ~mall b reak i n the uppt' r fr a rne line o\'er the ,econd :-ol id di :unnnd 
f rom th e uppt' r le ft co n te r. · ~ 

2.-Th t" :dtnnatc ro,,· mark ' of t hi~ po:-ition and a ppea r ing on '\o~ . 2. 12. 22 , and 
·32, h ut n ot .p, art· a th i11 " ·hite li 11e ~hootill)! out trnl!l th t· lo w (')' lt·ft point of t ht· !•t:t r 
aho\·l' th t' "<~ .. of <:.\ 1.1..\\\.,\Y. Thi " mark. while it dne~ not :lppt>ar 0 11 )Jo. -P . :-hon ·,. up 
on i\n. -+5· l n d i,· id u:d marks an· :1 ~mal l gap i 11 the left f ram t: l int' do~c to the u ppr r 
lef t ro rn e r a nd a n ·hite :-pur shooti n.g llp\\· ard ~ f rom the bal l of th <' central h).!un· " 2" 
con nening th e h a ll with the ~h a 1 1k of that h.~ur l'. 

3.-Th t a lttrnatc ro"· m a rb appca rin~-: 11ot onh· 0 11 thi :-. ~tamp, hut on No~ . ' 3· 
1 3 and 33 :Jrt' a ~mall dot of co lor ht't\\·e<·n the lir,l and ~econd line" of ,hadin).! ahnn· 
t h e " s '' of n~ :-: TS and a dot of colo r o n the hark~.:routHl 0 mm. ahm ·t· the .. , .. of 1'.\111 . 
rJ'hi ~ po,itio n tnll>t ht> ('0!11p<ll'l' cJ with i\n. 33 ~~~ ;b not to U l l l f U:-ol' t iH• t\\·0. ' l'hl' IT i:- :1 

break in the fram e lin e o n the ri .ldlt abou t 6 mm:-.. up in h•.1th No. 3 and N<) . 3:i. hut 
the hrc:1l; in i'\o. 33 , et'm, 1:11')-:t'r. No. 3 ha,. a dot ot t:o lor in th t· upper CU r \'e of t ht' 

2 ' ' " ·h id: i~ not pre:-ent in ~o. 33 · 

+ 
..J..- .'\Itt'rnatt' rl)\\' mark~ :He :1 mark of color in the bottom and top tip of the 

~tn r h clo\\· the .. D .. of PAm and the ~arne marb in the ~tar appea r in the second 
:Ji tern:Jt e ro \\', hut not a;; di~tinctly a ~ he re, in No,. . ..J., q, 2+, 3-J. and ·H· This po<; ition 
ha~ a ~mall d ot of colo r outl' ide the u ppe r c urYe of the " S" of CF.NT:; as well a, bein).! 

r6 1 



T11E Pos T .\IASTER's PRo'·'s'o"·'r.s oF :\ I ~: ."" ' ' ' s. T E :"\:"\JossEE 

prilltt•d o\·rr the emhn-.-.cd paprr marking of the paper mal.a·r 111 rhe copie 
ex:1minc:d. 

5.-Thc: riJ.dll third of thi~ ~tamp i, cur awa~. 
which ju~t ~how~. Dn not coufu:-c: with :'\o,. . 10, 

Blo t of color n\·n the "t" of PAID 

I ), .!0, Ill' )0 which han• 110 bfot. 

fJ.-Brt·ak in the l.cft frame: line clo~c to th<' uppc:r l(•lr rorun and al,o :1 b reak 
.! mrn. from th e: lm'er ldt corner along wirh a whi tt· line: through tlu: lower part of 
the: " .\1 .1. .\" of c: .\ 1.1.,\\\'.\Y di~tiu.gui~h thi,; pn,. irion. 

7 

;.- .\ ltt' I'II:Jtl' rO\' 
u::dn the "II" of 1'.\lll. 

lll;Jrl;, ;Jrt' dot, of color in rhc: uppt·r t''" ra~ tip, of the ,.tar 
~n. 7 h;1, a ,.mall nick out of the lo\\et' righr corner. 

ll. - :\lrern:llt' ro' ' mark or a line nt color in tlw lo\\t· r left ra' oi rhe 'tar aho,·e 
the third " ,\" of C:.\1.1..\\\ .n. l\ larh abo appc::1r in the 'tnr aho~· t· tht· .. ~, .. nf <he 
iiliti:tl~ and in thc: 'tar und l:'r the "11" of 1':\111. Tlw,.t· appt•ar 011 :"\n~. S, dl . .!8 and 38, 
hur IHII on :"\n . .j.S. J'lw h~-''' indi\'id ual mark ~eem ... ro lw a hrr:1k in rh c: '" " ~"r r ight 
('Orllt•r. 

C).- Bior of colnr nn th e: lc: fr ,.idt' of the "t" nf P \Ill ahoul ha l l \\':1.' up thi~ letter 
a r:d cutting it 11\':trl~ 111 t\\'o. 

Ill I I I 2 

10.-Cr:u.:kt•d ntf portion con tinue-. dnwn f rom . o. 5 aho\'e, lea\'ing aboUI two
lhinb of thi~ -ramp ,bowing. II ere tlw " !'' of I' \Ill i:-. normal. 

11.-SiiJ..:ht ind e.-ntation in the: Ct'llln of the tnp fr:Hn<: lint:. Dtl nut tonfu>l' wi th 
~o>. 1. 21, 31 . or 4-1, "'hirh han: the ~ame alternate row mark~. 

1 :!..-!\ltnn:rt t• row rnark~ de~nibed for ~o. 2, hut ~o. 12 d oe, not han• the white 
~pur t·onnerting the: hall with the ~hank of the numeral ''2.' ' 

17 



TH E PosT\I , \ STER 's PROVI SIO:-: ALS OF ::\fnr rHrs. T n .::-:r:ssn; 

IJ I -) 

T 3·- T iny dot of color withi n a larp;c r rolo rle, ~ dot· aboul a 1hird of dw \\·a,· up 
th r left ~id e o f the lette r "ll" of PAID. Same a lternate ro"· mark~ as Nos. 3, 23 and 33· 
Thi s is one of 1he hardc:~t po~itions on the sheet to loc ate. 

q.- Two sho r1 lines of colo r in the upper ra,·s of the sta r abov e the third ·'A" of 
GALLAWAY. Same alt e rn ate ro\\· marks a~ in 1\:os. +, Z+, 3+ and ++· 

15.-.'\nother of the half printed stamps as Nos, 5, 10 and 20. Lin e of printin~ 
eYen at right except j a~ged~ at top cutting away most of the " 1" of f'AIL> . Sma II gaps in 
the left f rarn e line at the upper left co rner. 

16 1 7 

16.-True crack ed plate. \V hil e in Nus. 5, r o , r 5 and 20 the whole ~ide of the 
plate has been ~u broken away as to on ly show a port ion of these stamps, in No. 16 a 
jagged lin e of color st a rts at the left f rame line opposite the middl e of the lr tter ' ' M " 

of the initia ls and runs across the stamp o,·er the two low er star~ and und er the "Y" o f 
C.-\1 .1 .. -\WAY. 

1 i.-Crack from No. 16 goes across stamp through the upper part of the " <.: '' of 
M c GA LLAWAY and under the two lower stars. 

18.-C'rack from No. 16 and 'i sho,vs s lightly on part of thi s stamp, rnostl:· on 
the " Aw" of GA LLAW AY. Cap in the left frame lin e oppo~it e the top of the "p" of I'AliJ. 

Dot of color in the top of the middl e top ;; tar. 

[ 18 ] 



T1t E PosT.\1.\STER's .PRonsru:-; .\I.S oF \I E.\I PH rs. TF.:-; ~ ESSEE 

ry 20 2 1 

1 9.-Di ~tinr t dnt of co lor ~li{!htly ::~hove the middle of the " I' ' of f' .\ lll on the 
rig ht :;ide. 

zo.-Thircl of 'tam p cut away at right h~· jagged line running hack of "z" and 
le;l\·ing only the ldt ~idt> of the second "L" of G.\ LI.AW.\Y showing. 

21.-Care !>houl d he taken not to confuse rhis position with No,.. •, 11 , 31, or +'• 
as the same alternate row markings appt•ar. The top frame line is not nicl:t•d as .in 
No. 1. Then· i ~ no ind entation of this li ne a · in No. tr. U nder the ldt lower tip of 
the "z" the solid hlue c ircle is .~ightl y broken. rn No. 31 this break h ~IS joined the "2" 

to the solid hand of color below , while in No. 4-1 the ' '2" has the appearance of having 
a small tail. 

22 2J 

22.-C'a re ~ho uld he t aken not to confu~e rhi s po:<Jtwn with l'\o~. z, 12, 32, or + 2· 

The he~t incliviclual c haractcr i ~t ic of rhi ,. pos ition is that the upper portion t•f the left 
frame li ne i ~ weak and small gap~ appear :tln11 g it. Compare with No. 32· :'\lo. 22 has 
no line a,. appear,. in No. 32. 

23.-Thi,. is one of the most noticeabl e flaw varieties in the entire !>ettin g ancl ha~ 
been call ed th e .. ,.mall i variety.' ' Th<· .. , .. of P;\111 ha, t he appearance of a lo we r ~.:asc 
letter due to the top portion hcin)! a blot of color. 

2+.- Care ~hould he taken not to confu,e thi:; po"ition with the al ternate row marks 
:1ppea ri :tg on n~. +· q , 3+ and ++ ;u. wdl as thi -. position. The he~t indi"idual mark 
seem,; to he a minute wh ite Raw on the left ~ide of the --c" of CE~Ts. 

( I 9 ) 



TtrE PosT.\1.\STER's PR<Wtsro:-.: \LS OF \I E.\IP I IIS. T E:--::-.:EsSEE 

27 

2).-l.:tl').!t' ::ar in thl' fram e line nt upper lelt co r n e r and a 'mail e r one at ·,he 
lc> \\ er ldt rnrllt·r. Co11 11 pa re "idt ~o. 2fo. 

2 6.- Cap in the ldr frame line do:-c• 111 upprr left cnrnn and J!a p in lo"c·r ldt 
cornt'r. ('omp:trt· "ith :--:o. 15. C:tiT rnu-t ht' ral.. en in the plnti n)! ol nil rtur nhn' <::tiling 
for "gap," and "hr(·ak:-" :1 ~ tlw irnprt~,..ion :111d i11 k ing d u ri n).: prin ti tiJ..( ma~ aff<'n tht 
,.. ii' t' of th e "f.!:tp" or " hrt ak" de:-criht·d . :\ 11t':t \· i ly ill kt'l l "PlTill ll"ll "ill gtnn:dh ~lum 
:t ,.rnnlln "~ap" th:11 1 a l iglaly i nk ed cop.'. 

2i.-Smal l li t I<' n f co~Jo r i11 " hi tc f!:t\\' :t ho\'<' t ht' ,.tcund " .\ " ol r. .\ f.I. ,\ W .\ \ a11d 
un d e r ~" :1 r. 

2C) jO 

2S.-Do not t·onfu,.c t hi~ po~1t10n "i rh :"\' o' . R, . ~. 3~. or ~S rhar have rhr ,..arne 
alter11 att t'<l\\ rnark-. The he~t ind i,·idua l 111:1rk ,. .... m,. to ht' a :-mall gap in th e upper 
r i).!ht ('O I' IIt'l' . 

2') .- Sm:dl 11ick i11 the lef t f rame li n e r tlltn . fro m the ttlp. I>nt o f colo r 0 11 t ht: 
ri g ht ,.id e n l th t: lcl\q: r poi nt of t ht: l-Ia r aho \'!' d tt' ··c ·· o f C :\ 1.1 .. \\1' \\ . 

'0.-~ma ll nick in rhe ldt fr:tiTit' lin e t•PP"'ite rhe bottom ol lhl' lt'l tn " .\! " of the 
in iri a k Thi' "t'l'lll' to ht· mnrc di~tinn on :-.lo. 30 than i11 :-t•, ·t· ral othn po:-irin11:- whe re 
ir apJWar'. l'ht·n· :trt' lin ... ~ of Cll lor in rhe l\\'0 ldt point~ ot th t' -t ar ahm·p a nd to tlw 
r i.!.!l11 of tlw .. ~ of l'E' t:>. 
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T11E PosT.\1 .\STER's PRo\·lslo:-\ .\I .S OF :\ l E.\II'IIIS. Tr::-.:~ESSEE 

Jl .P 33 

31.- Do1 in lh t· rt' lll n of t he ,:1;1r nndrr rhe J ... ft le~ nl rlw .. , .. o f 1'.\111 arHI dot of 
colnr in rlw top Ct' IHt'r of tlw ~tar und .... r tlw right l.:g of tlw ~; l :ll l' it' tll' r'. l.i llt:' of i'n lor 
rnnllt:'rting the lnwn ldt tip nf thl' ".:! •. "i1h h:11rd n f co lor heln". 

p.-l .ppn half 11f th e left lr:mw Iiiii" \\t':lk wirh ~n· t-ral hr .... :lk~ :lirm.l.! it. Compare 
with :'\o . .!!. \ln. p ha, a ,hort li ne nf color •Hit,id.,. th t' right frarm· line a ,!;on \\' :1.' 
liP I mill tilt' lu\\1'1' righr corll<:r th:1t '\n. ~.! dnt'' nnt h:l\ 1·. Hnrh pn,i tin rr' han·, ot 
cnur't', rh ...... arn ... altern:rtt' rr"' rn:nk~. 

).).-Tip of th t:' l t:'f t point of tlw >t:lr unda tlw lt·h lt•g of ti ll' ·· \ nf I' \Ill r on·red 
h~ color. Small ni rk in the right fr:un ... line :thntll 6 """'· up fror11 t·nrnt•r. 

35 
).+.- Dot of coltll' in the large wh ite nrn·e nf " 2" irnutt·diateh· ,rluJ\·e th e ... , " of 

n . \ rs. Thi~ i,.. an alt<:rnate row rn:rrk and :tppe:tr" rrr '\n,:. +· l .f, ~-1 ;111d ·~+. :rbn, hut 
rtnt a, di,tinnly ;r,.. in :-\o. 3+· 

;s.- Large gap in Tlr t· upper lt·ft corner, and gap 111 tht· right fr;nll e lin.: :~hout 3 
111111,, f r<H!I top. 

)1>.- Dnt,.. of l'nlor i11 tht· right :11rd upper portion of the ,tar ahon• rlw "<.:" of the 
initiak :\ broad lir:l' of color rtrrlnrrrg dn"·n i11 the top of thl' ".!" :llld mark t)f ('nlnr 
in tht· lo\\'n tip nf thi, fiJ,!urt'. 

)7.- J)j,tinrt dot of ('olor in the uppt·r point ol rlw 'tar 1111der tht> ··n" of P.\10. 

Dnt nf ('olor in ldt point of the ~rar 0\' t'r th<' "' f.f. of c~ \ L t. .\\\ .\\. 

3S.- Lm'er ri ~lr t half of the fr:nnt· lin ... weak. 
)1).-Srna ll ni!'k in tht· ldt fr:~m<> lin<· ahour hall "a' up ancl broad t'nirrg of the 

li nt· at tht' hollnm of the ).!:lp imo a dot nf color. OpJ)o,..ir(· riw .. ~,·· nf tht" initi:d;. rhe 
ldt framt: li nt· appt·ar> to >ag i nward~. 

2 1 
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37 39 

42 

+o.-Srna ll J!3p r rnm. up from lower ri~ht corner 111 r ight fmme line. 

41.-C'a re l'hould he taken not to confu~e thi~ position with Nos. 1, t r, 21, o r 3 1, 

which have the !'arne alt<.'rnate row markin){S. The hest indiYidual mark seemio to be a 
mark of darker color ~howin~ in the b lue band ova the ··w" of GA LLAWAY. The lower 
tip of the "2" a l~o ha~ the appea r ance of having 3 sma ll rail. 

+2.-This po~mon ~eems to he 311 anomaly as it dol'~ nor have the altcruare row 
marks which appea r in Nos. 2, 1 2, 22 and 32. l\ small white flaw project~ ove r the 
upper ti p nf the "G"' of G.-\1.1 .1\WAY making that letter look light. There is also a line 
of color in the ~tar under the •·o'" of PAm. :\os. +2 and +3 are ~et c lose together with 
on ly ahout r )ll mrns. of ~pace between their frame li nes. 

..J.J +5 
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-1-3.-The left leg of rhc "~1 .. of rhe initia ls looks narrow. T he ::<ame ahernatc row 
marb a~ i n :'\os. 8, 2~ :1nd 38. C:1re should ht> 1:1ken 1\'it h this po~ition a nd in 
~om pa ri~on . 

.J.+.-Aiternate row marks ~imilar to :-\o:: . .J., J+, 2-J., :tnd 3+· A ~mall flaw fl rns 
:Jbovf' rhe ril!ht po int of rhe star aho\'e the "1.1." o f GAL I..-\ WA\' . 

.J.s.-.'\ thin line of color cut~ off the upper left tip of the ~t:Jr aho,·e t he ··c" of 
the initial~ ar the hase. This poi<ition al~u ~eem~ to ha,·e the white line leading from rhe 
left rip of the star above the "c" of r.At.J.AW.\Y ~imi lar to Nns. 2, 12, 22 and 32· In 
ilthcr words No . .J-5 cou ld well be in the pl:1ce of No. +2, hut o. +5 d oes not have the 
oche r ahemate row mnrk~ of that po~ition. 

47 

4 6.-Break o r gap in the upper left corner. \ Vhite flaw s hooting downwards 
across the band o f color from the middle of the "A" of P.'\10 to the star under the r ight 
leg of that letter. 

-1-7.-Top of the " p '' of PAm docs not s how up clearly making this letter have the 
01ppearnnce of being flat. Nos. +7 and -1-8 are very close together with o nl\' 1 mm. o f 
white ~ pace between t he frame line!'. 

4-8.- \ 'ery clo~e to No. H on ldt. l'pper half of left frame line cut away. 

+9 50 

.J-9.-0i~ti nct line of color on the right ~ide of the right lower !'t:l r point aho,·e the 
thi rd " 1\" of GALLAWAY. 

50.-Ri~ht third o f ~tamp i ndi~ t i nct ly printed. Compare with No!'. 5, 10, 1 5 and 20, 
whe re the ~tamp i~ entirely cut aw:1y and does not ~how li~htly as t he right third of 
No. so doe~. 
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THE P .-\PF.R- \1.\KER's brPRt~T 

This littl<: illustration depict:; the ' 'blind embo~sing" used by the paper
maker in marking his product and is found imp ressed into the pnper half on the 
~lesign of :\ o. + and half 011 the margin a bon· . Hmn·,·cr. there is no good 
reason \\"h~· this c:ro\\·n "·i th in a frame could not ttppear on :'-l"o . . .p of the 
sheet it: the paper had been fed to the press the other \\"ay. This would, of 
cou rsc, depend on the embossing being illlp ressed in the same position by the 
paper-makers. 

T11 r:: Col ~TERFELTS 

Alo ng \\"ith most of the other ProYi~ional s of the Confcdnatc St:ttes the 
.\lernph is T " ·o-Cent has been fo rged. H owevn, \Yith a little care these 
"album \\"ceds'' can be easily distinguished from the originals. Ill ustrations 
of both of these arc sho\\·n and they are knO\\"Jl as th r 1 Tpham cou nterfeits. 
It \\"ill he noted that they both differ from the original and may be quickly 

d isti ngu ished. 

The first of these counterfeits is a closer imitation of the original than 
the second. but it can be easily distinguished "·ithout a carefu l examination. 
'J'he t\\"O coun terfeits ha\"t'. howe,·er. man~· point::- in common and arc attri
buted to a common origin. First. the ll'ttcrs .. E" and .. ~ '' of CE~TS do not 
correspond to the original. The "E'' is too light ttnd tall in this counterfeit 
and the right side of the " ~" is he<l\·ie r than tlw ldt. \\"hilc in the original the 
left side of thr "~·· is the hca,·icr. The space CJH:Iosed hy the "D'' of PAID is 
tilled \\"ith crossed lim·s. " ·hilc the original has a solid diamond Ill the upper 



THE PoST:\IASTER's PROVISIO;\I ALS OF ::\1£:-.rPHrs , TE~XESSEE 

portion of this space. The background has the appearance of being a "plaid" 
while the background of the origi:1al is more broken and open. The stars on 
this counterfei t are nearly correct as to size and shape. The second counter
fe it differs from the original in having the ' 'D" of PAID filled with crossed 

I ines similar to the first counterfeit. The background of this counterfeit a lso 
has the appearance of being a "plaid." lts most striking individual chantc
te ristics arc the stars which take the attent ion immed iately. They arc too 
small and too pointed . Th<.: paper of this counterfe it does not c\·en 
approxima te the pelure on w hich the origin<tls are printed and can be best 
described as medium white wove . 

Some mention of the date when these counterfei ts w ere made is necessary 
as many collectors try to place the sea l of authenticity upon them because of 
their age . S. C. Upham did business in the seventies in Phil adelphia and 
::Jcnrly reproduced various Confederate P ro,·isionals. T hese were usually 

printed in a block-of-six to the sheet and originall y bo re the following imprint: 

F:-~c-Similc R ebel P o!<tage Stnmp 

Sold \Vhole~ale and R eta il, hy S. C. Gpha m, 4-03 Che~rnut St., P hiladelphi a. 

EorroR's NoTE.-For fLJrther info rmation ahout l "pham nnd his "fac-similes" sec 
l'H E S ot,;1'11ER.\" PIIIJ.ATELIST, June, 1925, \'ol. I., No. 8. 

. .J 

(A'./~' //I I •< 

' 1 &-./: " /1~ ,//./ L ~ y / -1/ C . . :/Y ~ h'--" ,/ 

Fine copies of the Two-Cent on coYer are seldom met with. 
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THE Fi vE-C ENT C ARMINE AnH ESIVE 

HE Five-Cent :\l emphis is in every way a fi tting companion 
to the Two-Cent stamp. Printed f rom stereotypes which were 
made from a woodcut original (as was the Two-Cent ), and 
produced on a platen press, th is stamp is a much better piece 
of work, as badly damaged and partly printed subjects do not 
appear. In t heir place we have the interesting head-to-head, 

head-to-side, foot-to-foot and foot-to-side arrangements as well as " filled-in" 
portions of the design in several positions on the plate. 

Printed by Coloncl Gallaway in his own print-shop, to take ca re of the 
demand for postage stamps, which was no less insistent in .\I emphis than in the 
other towns and cities of the Confederacy, they were merely intended to fi ll 
the needs of the local postoffice until the gem:ral issue wou ld be printed and 
distributed from R ichmond. 

As Colonel Gallaway announced to the public th rough his own paper 
Th e Avalrmrlu. "The stamps have been gotten up for the convenience of the 
business men of Memphis, and are therefore only good at this office.'' 

The turned positions of the various subjects on the portions of the original 
complete sheet which exist today are the natural result of cause and effect as 
regards the size of the wood-cut, the pane of stereotypes, and the paper obtai n
able at that time. If there had been a sufficient quantity of the right kind and 
size of paper in Col. Gallaway's shop, no head-to-head, head-to-side, foo t-to
foo t and foot-to-side arrangement of the stamps would have been necessary. 
But these prin te rs, along with the rest of the South, were short of paper and 
had to make what they had go as fa r as possible. I t •.vould seem reasonable to 
suppose that it was the intention of Col. Gallaway to print all of the Two
Cent stamps on pel ure paper and to use the heav ier and better stock ex
clusively for the Five-Cent value because this value would be in greater 
demand. H owever, a certain number of sheets of these stamps are found 
printed on the T wo-Cent or pclure paper. It is almost need less to add that 
these pelure stamps are seldom seen and can be considered about as sca rce as 
the envelope stamps to be discussed later. Pelure paper copies are especially 
rare in unused cond ition. T hey usually come printed in deep carmine. 
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PL\TI:"\G TILE Fn·E-CENT STAi\f P. 

The Fi,·e-Cenr stamp is mor<' difficult to plate. o r reconstruct , than the Two

Cent because of its open design. b11t with a little study thr va rious positions can 

he placed with accuraC)' · Both stamps, as fa r as their plat ing is concerned , have 

th e ach·antage of be ing in small shee rs. with th e subjects set ,·e ry close together. 

A margin, on one side or the o th('t". helps a lot and the majority will show a 

111argin on one side, automa tica lly cuting clown the number of positions from 

which th<lt particular stan1p could be placed o n the sheet or plate. 

The abo\'C block o f J7 is in the coll ection of :\lr. (~ eo rgt· Walcott. and is the 

largest knO\\'Il. The plating illustrations which follow were large!)· taktll from 

this block and but few added positions are giwn. Ln fact, this s tamp lends itself 

to future o riginal study, as f rom present reconstnu.:tions, the exact size of the 
sheet is not posit ively known. It will be noted that this large block is a lmost half 

a sheet a nd that there is a n additiona l ro\\· of six stamps set ·idcwise at the right. 

T his is prO\-ed by the bo ttom scollops of another stamp showing aboYe one of the 

side" ·ise subjects o n tht b lock. It is probable that there is on ly one additiona l 
n m·, and that the co111pkte sheet-size of'· two panes, each a repetition of th e othe r. 

printed separately to tttkc up the entire sheet. is 9t4x rr ;4 inches and composed 

of 1 <XJ stamps- t\\·o identical pa nl'S of 50 stamps each. H o\\·e,·c r. if the blank 

space to the lower right is printed it ,,·ould make two panes of 52 st amps each. 
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PROBABLE P os1TJO.XS ox A Co~IPLETE S H EET 
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Some little explanation of the printing of these stamps will necessarily 
have to be made because of the possible turned positions that may be found. 
As will be noticed in the foregoing graph, the stereotypes were set in five vertical 
rows of eight 'vith at least two rows set sidewise to the right, giving the nor
mal positions and the foot-to-side arrangement at the right of the pane. The 
first press "feeding" would on I y show these positions and the other half of the 

sheet would be, of course, blank paper. Now, in the second "feeding" to the 
press the complete setting was probably most often "fed" so that the 
finished sheet of two panes showed the five stamps of the top row head-to-head, 
with a head-to-side arrangement of the stamps of the top row on either side. 

Someone will ask why these stamps were not as easily "fed" to the press 
the second time either normally, which would show a complete sheet o f two 
panes to be ten vertical rows of eight and two sidewise rows of ten , or, 
reversing the two panes shown in the graph, show the finished sheet with foot
to-foot and additional foot-to-side positions. This was done and a cover is 
illustrated of this unusual foot-to-foot arrangement, but when the "pin" and 

"make-ready" on a press arc in proper acijustment, the easiest method would be 
for the printer to "wodc-and-turn" his paper rather than to change the "pins" 
ann the "make-readv." 

It will be helpful in the plating of this stamp to bear in mind the method by 
which it was primed and to reali:l.e that the impression, inking and care of the 

plate has much to do with the ' ·filled-in" lettering of various positions. A light 
impression from a clean plate will give a different result than a printing from a 
dirty and neglected one 'vith too heavy an impression, or an excessive inking. 

The stamp or stamps to be plated or located on the pane will immediately 
fall into one of several general classifications, thus saving the time necessa ry to 

compare them with every subject on the plate . .First, if they have any 111argin 
at all on any side they may be recognized as coming from a limited group of 
positions. This stamp is set very close and it is almost an impossibility to find 
one with good margius unless it shows the stamps adjoining on aU four sides 
or is a marginal copy. Second, examine the scallops around the stamp. Al
though the inking and impression will have something to do with how these 

show up. there are many positions which have these scollops definitely weak 
or worn away. Third, there are two diamonds of color in the background 
just under the shading of the "s" at the bottom of this numeral. T he right 
one of these just touches the shading in about half of the positions and just 
misses touching in the other half. Fourth, there are normally three slanting 
lines of shading in the background under the second "N" of "TEN~. " In 
several instances these lines are broken or show as dots. 
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Covr-:R Srrowna: THE FsE OF A FooT-To-FooT PAIR 

l r-:DLVID UA J. PosiTION MARKINGS OF THE FrvE-CENT PLATE. 

2 4 

r.-The diamond under the ··r" of "PAm" just touches the bottom of th at letter. 
There is no break in the scollop oppo!<ite the middle of the ··o" of "PAID.'' The right 
diamond just misses couching the shading under the "5·" 

2.-A heavy line of shading appear~ in the center of the scollop opposite the right 
end of the "E" of " MEMPHIS." The right diamond touches the shading under the ''5·" 

3.- Gnplated. 
4-.-Top three ~collops !'Cern flattened. T he scollop to the left of the first " M ' ' of 

" M EMPHIS" is c ut away, as well as the scollop above it. Most of the scollop to the lower 
left of the "r" of "PAW" is cut awav. Top of ·'p" of "PAm'' cut into. Line~ und er 
second "N" of "TF.:-.-N" appear much broken. Right diamond does not touch the shading 
under the '· s.'' There i ~ a short spur of color out f rom the upper left leg of the !'econd 
" '1 " of " M F.MPHJS.'' This latter mark appears on No~. 4-, 6, 1 s, 1 7, 27 and z8. 
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.) 7 

; .- Th e lint' dd1ning the ova l ha~ a hrt'ak :lt the ~col l op ahon· the "p'' of "PA!f>." 

The dnt of color :lf bottom of the dow nward ~trokt· of the "5" :< hoi\'!' plai nl y o n 
thi ~ p · ,~ itillll. Rig ht diamond doe~ not quite toud1 . 

11.-::it·cdln p~ from tht' left ot the " E' ' of " :\t B~ tl'tiiS" up to th e ~rnl lnp tn the lower 
lett ot th e .. , .. nf "1'.\lll" an: \\eak or cut away. Thi~ (' \' t•n a(Tcct~ the lin e d efi ning t he 
o Ya l wh ich i ~ nor ci i~tinc r oppo:<ire the~e ~collc)p~ . Porti on~ of the ~ro llop" unde r the 
"11," .. , .. :tnd "s" of " ~t E ~1l'JIIS" cut ;twa ,·. Line~ unde r tht· "econd .. ~ .. of "TE~~" :-eem 
hea ,·ier :n top and ~omewhat hrokN1. Righ t di:tmon d doe~ not touch. Spu r on ~eronci 
" :\t " of ".\lf: .\ t l'IIIS. 

;.-.\ , ·ery well printed po:-itinn and hard to id entif,·. The outer li ne under i: he 
right leg nt the ~etond ".\t" of "~n: :vt i'Jtts" ~eem-.. to h:l\'e ~ l:trger gap th an u:;ual. hut 
thi-.. orrur-.. in ~e ,·e r al ot her po:;i tion~. 

1 ( l 

:-.. - Tht· re i ~ a l:t rgc !!ap i n the ~l'ollop tn tht· ldt nf tht· r i.1.d1t lt•g ni tlw nr~t ".\t'' 
n l " \l i: .\l l'il h .. :tnd a ,mall .~:tp in tht· ~r.1! lop helnw. :'\ ln-..t of the ~t·nllop-.. undn dw "(' 
and .. ~ .. ,. f ".\IUtl'ttts" arc cut 3\\:1~ . Tht· r i1.dH diamond ju~t mi~-.. ..... rlw ";." 

<J.- \ 11 t"' tra lint' and dor 01. cnlor ~h"''~ o11 tlw 111argin :tl>O'\'{' thi- po~ition . Thi~ 
li nt· :•.t!t+~- riH· outer line of th t' ~rollnp a l:on· and to tlw r ight of th t• ".\ .. :1 f "1' .-\! P ... 

' l'la· d :t i- fa itH a:ul appear,.. ahour 1!ll1TI . ahm·e th e: -..rollop O\ c:'l' the left ~idt' of the: " .\ .. 
o f ·:· \IP · I' hi -.. po"iti,,n m:1y abo ~h c>w muc h of :hl' ld t -ide cut :1\\ a.' . T h t' ri .~ht 
di :unc .:::! d(lt'' not wm·h. 

I C.--( :ap-.. in the lowtr line~ n f tlw ,..rollo p~ llt'lo\' tht' "It," .. , .. and "S" of "\tOIPII ~S . .. 
T hi-.. P"· ition m:l_' al -..o han· the left ,.. idt- \\'t':tk c>r l'dt awa_,. and ha\'e the diatnc<ad iH'X l 

to th t' :i :h· ddining the m ·al helo" dl t' " :•" nf "1'.\ ill" j :1ined to the lin(' . :\ primin~ !'l:l\,. 
~l·e :n - ! • h:l\ l' injurt'd :"\o". 9. 10 and 11 in ~O!Tlt' printin~~ ... :tnd :1 li).!ht t' r :nt'a n:n, :H'n>,, 
I he· t '' n.' thl''l' pn- itinn,... Other pri•H i n_~,.. ~ho \\ lht:''l' po~itin lt-.. ~hOI\ i ng u;l. 

, . 
' ' 
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1 1 12 I J 

11.- l f on the JHHtrly p ri nted ~pecimen:>, a~ de~crihed for :\o. 10 , then the "P'" of 
"l".~tu" and the left leg of the":\" of thr ~arne word ~how up poorly. ~ - ~ual :-ma l l gap 
in rh t' :-ro l lops und e r the "t'' and "s" oi ''M E ~1l'JJJS,'' b ut abo a di:-tinr t gap in th e 
sco llop to th e rig hr of thc~e two. Right diamond does no t touch. 

12.- A \'e r~ w ell printed position. Sm all ga ps on ly in the ~col lops undrr the "!" 

and " S' ' of "MF.MP~IIs ." Slight rhickening of the middle ~trok e of the ~econd " :-;" of 
" n :.'\.'\ .' ' Ri g ht diamond toucht•s the shadi n;..: uf the " 5·" 

13.-Tht' middle line unde r the second ":-;" nf ''TE:\.'\ " is th irker than u:-ual. :\ gap 
i~ e \'ident in the s~.:o llop oppo:-ite the "E" of "MEMPH IS" a~ w ell as rhc ~col lo p ahoYe ir. 
The riglu di amond .!our ht·s the shading of rhr "s.'' 

q .- Th(' rni dd lc :-l·ollop!' o f rhe lelt :-id e a rt' rut a \\· a~. Tht· .~ap i 11 th t' .-r•• llop 
np po~it t' the lower parr of thl· .. ,,·· nf " 1' .\ W ' ' 'l' l 'llb la r.~l' . The ri~ht d ia11wnd iu't touc he' . 

' 5·- :\ colored !'!Hlr gnc:- nul fro111 tlw left 'id e of the :-(Tond .. ~, .. M "~11, ~11'1115" a' 
in :'\t h . .j., (, , 15, 17, 27 and ~R . 'l'lw 'P :h·~ und~: r th t· ,t-co nd .. , .. ol "1'1·: =-- ~" j, ~' ll \ ' t'l'l'd 

\\'ilh dnf,. :1nd nor ~ I anting lin t<:- a> l" JJal. l'h t' rig:ht d iamond j u~t rni-~~·~ rourhing tlw 
'hadi ng undn the "5" :111d \\ould prnhabl~ d o ,o in lwa ,· il~· inked !'opit''. 

r (, .-Sm;l ll ~ap~ in the renH' r of tlw thrn · ' col lop' :1 1 rht• middlt' nf th t' l..t r .-idt·. 
The: right d i:m:nr:d dot' ~ not tou!'h. 

I t ttlll:-;t be con:; rantly kept irt lllind that rh n c \H'f'l' :>en·ral prirnir1~:- oi 
th es:· :;t;JJIJF:- and that ,,.; ll'll "ga p:;" and otlwr marks arc- de:;nihnl tor the 

\ 'iHIIHI:- po~ttrons the,· 111t1~t be cardulh· \\ ':t tCh t'd a nd comparn !. T ht· inking 
:tnd t·arc of the plat<· has IJiudt ro do wirh tlw " ti ll ed-in" krttri11g oi rhe 
\ :1 I'IO ll~ FC:SitlOilS. 
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17.-Two ~l'ollop~ ahln ·e tlw .. ,, .. and "I" of "Pi\111" arc fl a r. Three ~badi n~ lin t: ~ 
ur:cit:r 1he ~erond .. ~ .. o f "n: :s:-;" appea r a~ a da~h at thr wrong an~le. T hr three 
~eo l lop:< a t th e ri~ht of th e .. ., .. and tir~t ":s" of " T E:\ :-(' appea r weal.. o r a re c ut a \\·ay. 
The ri~ht d iamon d doe~ not touch the ~haciing undc: r the "s.'' 

18.-Tiw ~eo llop~ a l the left cem er are either w eak or nil awa:·. The ~collop ahon~ 
th<· di:nnond between the "p'' and "A" of ' '1':\lu" ha ~ a g a p in it~ (·entn. The ~pace 
under the :<tTOIHI "~ .. of "TJ-::s~" :'how~ two di~tinn doh a~ wel l a~ two l i ne~ of ~had i ng. 
!'hi:- letter appenr~ ~olid in hea\'il: · inkc:d ropi <·~. The ~<·ollop~ below the "t" and " S" 

of "ME MI' III'" ha,·e larger ~ap~ than u:<ual. The right di:nnond doe:- not touch. 
19.-The ~cnllop to the right o f the upper part of the " fl" of "P.\IIl .. ha~ a gap in 

it:- outer li ne:, making thi l' ~collop, whic h U!--Ually l:~ ck:- :-h ading, look white. T he three 
-c:ollop:- helow the "(' and "S" of " :.t E.MI'IItS" an: c:i tlH' r w eak or rut away. The ri~ht 
diamor' d ju:-t Jlli~-e~ touc hi n~ the :'hading of the: "5·" The po rtion of the colo red 
diamcmd ahon• the "p" of "P,\IIl .. i~ joined to th t· to p of th i:- letter gi,· i n~ it :he 
appear:Jnce of h;win~ a " top knot." 

21 22 

.!o.- l'lwrt· j.., ·• prominem dot nf color :n th<' lnw~·r end ol tlw th\\ nw.trd - irol..,~ ot 
tht· .. , ... \l:!lformnl ··p" nf "P.\111. ' . Top ot ktter i~ joinnl "ith the di:J'!lllnd :IIHl\'t' 

mal..inJ,! rhi' krtn !conk :1 - i~ it had :t "topknot." Thi~ otTllr' in IH':I\· il~ i ;!l,t'd : opib 
in -n·c-r:d P"··it ion-. Th .. right d iamond ju ... t tourhe-. ~tamp ~et \'t'r_,. dn ... c- tn ~o. 2S 
belo\\. 

2 c.- The threc- >t·ollop~ lwltH\. the .. I .. :111d "s" of " \H \11'111:-" :tn· 1\t·:d, o r ·ut away. 
Thr ri;._ht di:tr:wnd d o<'' nor toudl. 

22.- Th.- -collop- nppo~it ~· the hr-r · · ~t" nt "\11-~tl'ltl:s'' ma.' lw 1\ l':d;. :\ thin. \\·hitc 
tl:·" <'Xtcnd ... up i•tto the -collop undn rhc: ..... of "~n: ~ll'lll~ ..... 1\lpi..nm" 0 11 rhr .. , .. 
ll f "I' \ 11 I." 

> , 
~ , ') 
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23 ? 
- .) 

23.-T h<: ~rol l np oppo~ite the fi r~ t .. ~.-· oF "Yl nH'II IS" rn :ty he w eak. The )!a p in 
the ~c-n!Jnp lll!cle r the r ig ht leg of the ~ecnn d ":Vt" or "M EM J>1 1tS" i ~ large r tha n li !<Ua l. 

T he righ t d iarnnn cl cine~ not touch. T he fi r~t ··:vi'' a n cl t he "S" of "ME!\H'11tS" are a lrno~ t 
~ol id. 

21.- ·n -:e dnt in t he e nd of the down :-troke of tht• "5" i~ prominent. The right 
d i:lllwnd ju'l mi:-~e~ t he ~hading of the "5' and \\Oul d p rohab l ~· touch i n head ly inked 
en pie:-. 

.z;.- " T opknot" Oil t he "p" of "P.-\m." Tht·n· i:- t•xtra :-h:1ding in ho1h ~('n!lop,. aho\'e 
t h<: " .\ .. ot "1' ,\lll." The right diamond doe:- not touch . 

.:!f>.--Th .... had;grnund to the upper r ight ol the " .\" ot " p \Ill" i, tilkd i n aho\'t' ·,he; 
diatnnPd r ight to th e top of that lrttl'l' . "Topl..not" on t ht• "p" of "1'.\lll." The right 
diamond doe' not tourh the :-ha d ing hdow the "; .'' 

2.7.-" l'opknnt" on the "p" of " I' \Ill .• :n td t hi' le tll'l' ht·a\· ih pri n tt' d a!:d :dmo~t 
' nl id. The 'tnllnp u•Hie r the "p" of ··~IJ:.\Ii' lt i:." look~ flat. Then· i' a l::rge g;;p in ihe 
... ('oilop undn tl!t· " S" of "\IE\IP!IIS ... The ri).dlt di :unond dot-' not tnul'h. T he .-collnp 
to the k!t r:! tlw ti r:-t "\1 .. of "\1!:\IPIItS" j, \\t':lk or cut :1\\:t .\. Sp~1r ! ro m ~hl· ief t uppe r 
'idl' of 1!11: 'l't'lll{l "\t" of "1\IDIPIII·." 

JS.-~r;nn p ,.tt \ ' t'J'.\ cloH· to ~o. 20 :1ho \ <·. Tlw middlt of tlw " !' .. nf "1' .\ 111 .. j , 

•olid rn!11r a ' i n mo,t o f the tir~t "\1 .. of ",\I E\tl' 11 1::,'' ( a' e :-.pbi11e tl m urh , f th t· fi lling- up 
ot t h l· l l·ttnin;~ on ~tnen r.\·pecl ~tam p ... dt')ltlld:- on th t• inking ;nHI i mp :·t'~~ i t1!l a nd t·are 
td\'t' ll w rill' platt·~ duri 1 1 .~ printing ) . Tht' l in t> d efin ing t he m ·al oppo,irc:' rht• upper pa rt 

r .q 
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of rlw ··~~·· of ''J'.\111 .. and oppo,ite th\" ··hfank >t"ollop" i, hrokerl. The t\\·n >l"nllop- o \·rr 
thl· ·· , .. of "1'.\ln·· are H:u. T ht• ,:pur protrude,. from the lt·ft :-ide of tht• ' rnmd ·· ~, .. oi 
" \H~li· IIJS.'' The:- ri~ht diamond cin e:-:- lhH toud1. 

2<) Jll ' r , ) 

.!<).- "!'" nf ··l' . \111 .. w ith "topknot" and thi, lt'lll'r alnro:- r 'olid color. Tht• li r,.r ·· .\1 

o f ··.\1 E.\11'111:-." i,. :llm<"t ,.ol id color. There i,. a d i,tirwt 111;1d, of co lor on rlw margin 
ahnut 1 ~ tnm. f rom the junction of th e twn ><"nllop,. hei<1" tlw .. , .. and "<' nl ··.\n: .\lf'IIJ ' ... 

;o.-The line dt'tin ing rhe t l \· :!1 in,ide the ··hl:lllk 't·nllop" to rht· ri~ht ot the .. ,, .. ol 
"1' .\Jt>" i,. e iliwr \\ t'ak or hroken. The ,.cnll<lp, 10 rhc ldt of tht' tir,.t ".\!" and tlu.- "E .. •t 
''.\11: \11'111~·· an· ,,.t'ak. 

)J.- ''1•" of "1' .\111 .. ha' "topknot." Thl· ldr ,jde nf tlw tir,.t .. " .. of ''.\IE.\II'IIIS .. J> 
•olid colnr. l'hl· ,.collop,. to tht' left of tht· fir ,t " \! " ut ".\11· ~11'111:5 .. otrt' \\l'ak. The 
, <·nllop uodn tht· .. ~_- · .,r ".\H:.\IPIIIS .. ,.eem,. to haq· an t·xtra ht·:l\ .' lint• nf 'hadi ng in 
the middle. 

32 33 

p.-Tiw 1hree:- ,:collo p,: to the lefr nt the fir,t ".\t" of "ME.\t i'HJS'' :1re w ea k. The 
hea ,·y line of ,.h:~d i ng i n the background nt"ar the botto m nl th t· ld t ,.ide nt the "u' ' of 
"I' \In" i,. joined to that le tter. There j,., extra ,.had in~ in the >I'OIIop a ho\'e the .. _, .. of 
" 1'.\Jt) . .. 

33.-.'\ , Jwrt line of color protrude,. from the ,.collop over the " .\ .. of "1'.\lll' ' ( corn
pare ,,jill ~~~. 9 whic h al;;o ~how,. a dot to the ldt of dw li ne ) . The >collop undrr the 
.. , .. of ··~IOI I'tiiS .. i~ cut a wa.' ·· Therr i~ a gap in the outer line of the ~collop het ween 
thl· .. " of "MEMt'lltS" and the . ..,. .. of "TE:-."\: ... The r ight diamond doe,. not touch. 

H.-Tht> ~collop to th e left of the tint ··111·• of " .\ 1 ~ . .\tPIIIS" i,. h:Hih· cut aw:1,. and 
affe('t:- the lin e defin ing the t.l\'al. The re i:-. a ,.orne" hOl t large r gap than u:-ua l in the 
~rnllop under the .. , .. o f ··ME.\tl'lllS.' ' 

3~ ] 
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3).-Thc r e :Ire fl\' <l s ho rt l in t~ of t''> lor \\'hic h ~ tirk ~t rai g: ht u p frn rn t h e ~co l lnp 
ah<l \'<' th t- "A" of "P. \ 11>. " T h e :<col lnp:< heln \\' t he .. , .. an d "S" p f " :.I U IJ' I IIS" nre hru ken 
along th(· i r oute r edge:<. T he "p" of " 1'.\ m" h a:-. tht' "tn p knm. " The r ig ht di a m o nd d oe:-. 
11ot touch. 

Jli.-Tht> "p" of "P.\In" has the "topJ..11ot" a11d t he le tte r j, alrno~ t ~"> lid. The 
,.collop to tlw r ig h t of tht' "n" pf "J>.\m'' i ~ \\'t':tkt'r than u~u:t l. Thert' j ,. a gap in rlw 
otllt'r lillt· of the ~('ollop helow tht' "E" of "'I'E'-':-.." 

3i--Tht· diamo11d ant'! hea,-~ li11e in tht• harkgmu11d :Ht' jnifl<·d ahon~ the left top 
of tlw "r" of ··P.\111." T ht- three ,.eollop~ to tht- lo::-ft of tht· "r" of "~n.:.IPlfiS" arc: weak. 
l 'ht' righ, diamond doe:< not tourh the :>·" T he ...... of "I' \Ill" ha-. tht' " tnpkno1." 

3R .-"1'' of "P.\11>" h:1,. ·· lopk uot." T he ,.('oilop tiiHit>r lht· 'l' I'<HH l .. ~, .. of "~11:.\IPIIIS 
and riH· "'"llop llll(kr t!H· .. , . . of ")t"~lf'll l ~>" ha,· o::- larg:t· J.!::l(h. Tht·re ,. c:em~ In he 
mort> ~hading rhan u,.ual in llw "hia11k" ' \'o llop to rht right of tiH· "ll" nt "1'.\11>.' ' There 
al-.n 't' t'llh to ht' add ition a l ,.h:tdi11g i n rlw hat'kgrouiHI undt· r tla· lin t> ddi ning the m·:tl 
aho\·c thi~ lt'tter. 

)CJ.-1 'nplared . 

40--1 ' llplnttd . 

T he :;ide\\·i:;<· po:'ItiOil~ g1nng tlw ioot-to :;ide arrangc·men t ;1 n· in ar lea~t 
t\\·o row:; of fi, e, but onh· thr{'{' po~itions are defi n ite!~· p lated. T ht>:'t' ha,·e 

bee11 ~~' <' 11 the posi t ion numbers of S 1. S2 and S3 . 
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Sr.-Th i ~ po~it i on h:t!'> e:nr;1 margin ~ a t le ft ~i d t• a rHI bottom , ~n do nut coufw-e 
\\ it h Xn. 33· '!'he ~<·(, )lop~ helm,· th e ·•r" and the "s'' of " .vn::.rPrfls" an· broken in a 
<..irn i l:n lllallner to No. 35. w hich pMi t ion m a\· :d~n ~how th<: bottom margin. T he right 
d iarnor:d dot·, I lo t rout h. 

~~.-Tlw "p·· of "1'.\w" ha~ a "topknot" wi th a white 'pu r n·aching down\\ ani at 
tht· top ot thi-. lettt•r. T he cii:unond to the right of tht" "n" of "P.\tn" i~ join ... d to that 
lettt•r. 

S3.- L"ht· .. ,. .. of "1'.\tll .. l\<t~ the "topknot." The ~hading ahm·t> the "r"" of "P.\Jil" i~ 
joint•d to that !etta ar:d <·onnt"CI!- it with the lin<' d..tining the oval. Tht' right diamo:al 
dot·" not tunch tlw ";." 

S+ and S; unplatt'd. 

T HE Cot :-\TERF F.ITS 

:\ohoth· lll't'd ht· fooled h~· the e:-..isting forgnit·s of t his stamp. T h<' close:>st 
imitation to tht' original \\·as m;lnulacturt'd hy S. C. l"phalll & Co .. of Phi la

<h-lphia a:-; is the cas<' H·ith the T "·o-Ct· rn ,·;tlrrt·. T hne has hoH·t'\Tr bee n 

rnuc:1 corlfu:-;ion co nce rn ing the su pposed n.:prinls of th is stamp an d a sl.'para te 

disrrrss iort ot this phase of tht· ma tter ,,·il l be rrr lll ntakt·n latn. 

.D 

T his cor 111rerfeit ma\' ht· fou nd prin ted 

111 ,·arior rs co lors bu r tlw t \n> shades wh ich 
appro\im:lt t· t he original ar(' dl'<'P rose a nd 

light ora rwe-red. This cor rrltnfeit ca n be 
- :::> 

readih detnmined h,· the small bal l oi tht.: . . 
' ·5." \\·hich is HTI I rounded. The original 
ha:-; riw ")" !Ia t at its bottotll cu1Te and tlw 
ball is much largn. The letters of " .\IF. .\1 -

l'l!IS TE:-..-:-:" art: also thin. Th<' papn i:-; u:-;u 
:d h· teo th id and hard. 

Tht' second iorgu~ 1s a hL·ttt'r imitation 
of rhe oricrinal than tlw firsr l'Ott lltntl'it and ::> 

of the ,·arious l " pham emissions corm·s closn 
to n-har it trir:> ro imitntt· than an\· of the 
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other ··fakes." Ho\\'en·r. it can be easih· dis

tinguished if a little care is taken. This for

gery is more carefully e:xccutt>d than the ori

ginals. which were produced b~· the ~tereotypc 

method and show certain blurring:; and in

di,·idual characteristics. This difference is 

particul a rl~· notice<~ ble in the scoll ops :-u r

rounding the design and in the clear fi ne line 

defining the m·a l in the forge ry. In the origi

nal the scallops are IIIH'n'n nnd broken in 

places and the line defining the oYal , ·aries in 

thickness. 

Con. r~. R t 'Hr-"L\RGE R.-\LL" In the origina l there are t,,-o colo red dia-

monds below the "5" \Yhich just touch. or 

nearly touch. the shading of this numeral. Jn this COtlnterieit the shading cuts 

off about one-third of these diamonds. The scollop under the right kg of the 

" .\1" oi :\1 F::\1 PillS in the original "·ill sho\\' a break or thinness \\·hi le in the 

forgery it is complete and as e\·en as its fello\\'s. 

THE R EPRI :\'TS 

1 t is the \\'riter's opinio1; that then· nc\-er \\'ere any reprints made of this 

stalllp. Those stamps printed in light carmine and on white paper belie,ed 

by many to have been reprinted from the origi na l stert'otypes at tlw clos~ of 

the \\'~r are in rcalitv remainders. This sta tement naturalh· must be su bstan-
- -

tiated by air-tight reasoning, as these reprints hmT htt''' listed sinn: 1 ~97 in 

the lead ing catalogues of th e world. 

The conclusion drawn some thirty ~~ears ago \\'hen several large block:; of 

this stamp came to light on chalk-white paper in a some\\'hat lighter shaoe than 

the common run of the knmn1 used copies ~t the time \\'as ve ry natural. The 

result has been that no '·alleged expert" has been able to tell the difference 

between an unused original and one of the supposed reprints. 

T he reprint theory falls do\\'n for a number of reasons, of which 1 will 

list the four outstanding ones : 

1. Cenuine used originals are found on th e same chalk-white paper as the 

supposed reprints, which seem b~· e\·cry test to han~ the same texture and 

thickness as the reprints. Howenr. most of the originals met "·ith arc on a 

some"'hat thicker paper. more "creamv" in color. 
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2 . No fu ll sheets of the supposed repr ints, not even a full pane, are known. 
It seems reasonable to suppose that one of these sheets would come to light in 
the thi rty years since they were listed as such. 

3· No fu ll sheets or large blocks of o rigi nals are known to exist except 
those which meet the specifications of the supposed reprints- chalk-white paper 
and printed in a lighter shade than most of the-originals. 

4· Upon examination under a quartz lamp it is found that several different 
- three at least- printings of this stamp must have been made by Col. Galla
way, as we find several distinct shades and chemical mixings of ink. The 
paper varies some with the different printings but the supposed reprints hold 
their own in comparison w ith one of the distinct known used varieties. 

l t is my opinion that these supposed reprints were from the last batch 
printed by Col. Gallaway, and therefore make up most of our known unused 

copies, but are scarce in used condition. 

[ 39 ] 
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T he student \\·ill han· little difficult~· with the :\lemphis F i,·c-Cent en

,·elope- he will haH more trouble findi ng them than ,,·ith any study or classi

fication w hen th e~· a re rinal l ~· nttl to ea rth. They w e re press printed by a 
stereo type made from the same o rigina I \\·ood-cu t d it· as the adhesi ,·es. The 

colors and tc.xtu rcs of the em·clopes met \\'lth a re the machine-made stock 

en velopes of the period. White an d orange bei ng the colors most frequentl y 

fou nd. 

:\o amount of unused remainders of these tnn:lopcs seem to ha\"t· been left 

at the close of the ,,·ar. If theY wnc in e.xista ncc the\' ,,·e re ustd for othn . . 
pu rposes and did not fa l l into the hancls of those men who sco utTd the South-
land b~ circular and in person seeking for a bagatelle such philatelic remind e rs 

of the unhappy struggle as they cou ld find . lt is probable that Col. (~alla\\'a~ 

prin ted hut fe w beyond the demand, althou gh at th e beginning of the \\·a r 

there was no shortage of em·elopes in the South- that camc latn \\'ith the 

blockade and thl· closing o f comnntnications \\'ith the :\orth. 

[ +0 
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APPE:\l"DLX 

FKOM KEATt~c's HtsTORY oF 1\rlt::MJ>Hts, VoL. IT, PAGE ' 3'. 

GA I,LAW;\\", Col. M. \..-~'hen a man, by g rea t force of character, or by the 
posse~sion of grea t talents, places him~elf in the front ranks of his countrym en, and 
maintains that place for a long number of years, he must, of necessity have done many 
thin~s and sa id many more, which will make in ·tructiv.e and interesting reading in a 
bio~raphy of hi~ life. To all men who knew him and know of him, and his actions 
and writings, it wi ll be •)atent that such a man is he whose name hends this sketch, for 
he has been a marked and prominent figure throughout his State, and in fact in all 
the Southern States for many years. 

On the 5th day of March, in the year r Szo, in the town of Huntsville, North 
Alabama, M . C. Gallaway was born. Four years late r, 1824-, hill fat her removed to 
Lawrence County, in th e same State. Jn that County he was reared and passed the 
most of his young years. At the age of sixteen he had acquired such rudimentary 
instruction as the "old field" school at that day could impart, and it was at that age 
on the 4-th day of November, 1836, he commenced that ca reer which moulded all his 
future life and laid the foundations of that \\10rk which made him one of the greatest 
editor~ of his section and placed him in the enviable position of a great pol itica l· writer 
and thinker, with but few equals and no superiors. Nature frequently designate:> and 
points out unerri ngly, the line of life that l'ome men should pursue. She seem s to say 
to one man, '"You are peculiarly fitted to become a great mil itary leader," to another, 
" You are designed for a great l!lwyer," to yet another, ··You may become a great physi
cian, a profound philosopher, a great financier; in this special field your tal ents ,,·ill 
find that development best suited to your powers." It is probable that she never more 
plainly indicated to any man the vocation for which she had eminently fitted him, and 
which was in time to lead him to fnme and fortune, than she did in pointing out the 
peculiar endowments of M. C. Gallaway for an editorial life and ca reer. I:: _,bcdience 
to his native instincts he commenced his editorial life under the most favorable circ um
stances. It is true he had received no collegiate education, beca use it was impossible to 
have done ~o at the e~trly time of hi life in Alabama, yet his surroundings were very 
fort\tnate. He sprang from a family of grea't prominence in the State of his nativity. 
His father, VViley Gallaway, w.as probate judge of his County, and was a man of 
great natural ability and mental power. His brother, William M. Gallaway, was a 
profound lawye r of eminent learnin~. and at an early age was judge of the Circuit 
Court, and filled the position to the entire satisfaction of the people; and his cousin, 
Amos P. Gallaway, was ~heriff of the same County. These offices were conferred upon 
these three men at the same time, and surely i~ an indication of ·the esteem and corlfi 
dence in which the famil y was held by the people who knew them. 

Colonel Gallaway'~ fir st step in li fe was to roll off and print the tickets for the 
election hetween Hugh L. White and M artin \'an Buren for the Presidency in 1836, in 
the office of the A d'Vertiser, the local County paper, and such was the aptitude and 
fondness for newspa per life indicated by him, that his father, ·who read the "S igns of 
nnture," purchased that paper and made him editor and proprietor in his seventeenth 
yenr, and for fifty yea rs from that date he followed the career of editor and publisher, 
always advoca tin~ the cause of the Democratic party from princi ple and not for the 
sake of office. He w as d uring these yea rs a Democrat, ··,"vithout variableness of change, 
or shndow of turning." He was always consistent and true. In his own language, ex
pressed in his recent valedictory, he "'never knew any other political allegiance than 
that of the Democrat ic party. He follovl'ed his triumphs with enthusiasm, and its 
d efent onlv intensified his devotion." I n another pnrt of the sam e paper he says, .. If I 
h ad se rved my God with half the zeal I have the D emocratic party, my hopes of the 
hereafter would be secured." 

And assuredly this was true, for the \-nite r of this brief sketch, who has known 
him well and long, both as an editor and in his social relations, knows that it was 
impossible for him to feel other"·ise. Colonel Gallaway does nothing by halves; he 
was and is a man of ext remes. His editorial career illustrates the truth: " That the 

[ 41 ] 
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brave .are the tenderest, the lov ing are the darinp:," for no man ever lived who could 
so rap1dly make the transit f •·om fie rce lind hitter invective to lo\' ing and tender word!>. 
His convPr!'arions :~nd his writings demomtrate the fact that it i!' o;1h· the ardent and 
enthusiastic temperament th<~t is capab~e o~ strong friendsh ips, for tl1e intense feel ing 
that provokes b1tter hatred 1s s ure to 1nsp~re warm attachments. His is a marvelous 
talent for pulling down his enemies and a most wonderful power in building up his 
friends. And in all places, and at all times he was e\'er read\' to crush an enem,· or 
elevate tho!.e whom he lond. \Vith him, the former could do llO right, the l atter could 
do no wrong; hence it is that he himself in~pired the deepest, mo. t devoted friendships 
and the most intense enmity. 

In the year t 8~2, in the town of Decatur, Ala., to which he had shonly before 
removed , C'olonel Gallaway wa · married to Fanny B. Barker, a most accomplished lady 
and of rare attainments. Thi event proved the greatest hles~ing his life has C\'Cr 
known. Through a II hi~ long and checkered career, through weal and woe she has 
ever been hy his side, rejoicing with him in his ho urs of triumph, and when fortune 
frowned ever ready, with the devotion of woman's loving natu re, to soothe and comfort. 

Almost immediately after this he purchased the Cazelte, a paper published at 
Florence, Ala., and for thirteen years under his control it was the leading political 
guide of that whol e section. Hut the fi eld was too smn ll for his a~piring genius, and he 
disposed of his intere~ts in the Florence Gazette, and for tw() yea rs lived at Aberdeen, 
in the State of Mississippi. He was still restless and dissatisfied, ar.d in r8 57 he came 
to Memphis, and maki'ttg it his home, he established, in the same year, the then and 
now celebrated paper, the .·lvafrwr!te. From the very commencement it was a succes , 
and for years it was filled ,,·ith the wonderful productions of his brain and pen, and 
under his management at once took a front rank, and wielded a most powerful influence 
in shaping the political destinies of his own State, Alabama, North Missi~sippi and 
Arkansas. ~Thile he was editing the .-lv alanche, i n the year r86o, he was appointed 
postmaster of the city of M emphis; ha"ing made no application for the place, the 
receipt of his commission was the first notice to him of his appointment. This act was 
a tribute of respect and friendship conferred on him hy the influence of t he great and 
g ifted Lamar, now at the head o f the Interior Department. Callaway did not allow 
this appointment to interfere with his editorial duties. His soul was in his paper, and 
not one in the whole South exerted ~uch a widespread influence as it did, and it ::;oon 
became the leading paper in discussing the g reat political doctrine of seces~ ion as it ema
nated from its illustrious founders, Calhoun and Hayne, and was afterwards expounded 
by Yancey and Toomh~. His articles were filled with such vigor and force that thous
ands of men embraced his political ideas. 1t is possible that Colonel Gallaway, with 
many other distinguished men, helieved that a peaceable ~olution of this great question 
would result from the ~trong and manly attitude as~umed by the Southern people. But 
this was not to be. A long and bloody war between the sections resulted, and Colonel 
Gallaway, having the courage of his convictions, went into the arm~· as ready in war 
to fight for, a~ he had been in pea~:e to write for, what he d eemed the political rights 
of his people. He took the field as aide to General N. B. Forrest, and was with that 
great commander through all his perils and Yic tories. vVhen lhe war ended, when ruin 
and devastation were all around him, like his g reat leader he laid down his arms, 
with the resolution that he would do all that mortal man could do to build up and 
reinstate the fa lien fortunes of the prople and the country he loved so w ell. At o:1ce 
he reestahli~hed the .</v alanclu. VVhen the war broke out that paper was w orth 
$so,ooo; now his fortune was wrecked, he was oppre~sed ''"ith debt, but with energies 
unimpaired, he w ent to " ·ork with the spirit that ~nimated him in his younger !:e~rs. 
He continued his connection with the .-l·v ll/(mr!Je ull the year 1870, when a political 
disagreement occurring "·ith his partner, he retireci from that paper and formed a 
connection with the /1 ppeal,· from that rime to the present he acti\'Ciy engaged on the 
editorial ~taff of that paper. By reason o f his past history, as well as by his daily 
editoria ls, he soon became one of the most prominent men in the State, and lt is certain 
that if per~onal ambition had been the guiding star of his lif~, he migh: have fill.cd 
man,· official positions. But steadily he adher-ed to the res()luuon made 10 early life 
that ·he would consecrate all of his best abilitit's to the 11ervice of the Democratic party, 
and through that party to the people. No inducement could m ake him swerve from that 
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reso lution, for he knew he was in his proper element, and in that po!>ition which best 
enahled him to help build up the fallen fortunes of a down-trodden countr\". The 
jackals of the Federal army, following in the wake of the lions, had ~eized upon the 
government of almost every county, city and town in the South. The elective franchise 
was taken from her sons. Ca rpet-bn~~e rs, cor rupt a nd insatiable, fil led every office and 
plundered the people under the guise of legal enactments, nne! no man ~eemcd to know 
what to do. Then it wns that Colonel Gallawn1· ~ent forth to the world those terrihle 
and wonderful editoria Is that aroused the peopl~ to a sense of their ~rear wrongs and 
helped to sweep the ra~cals out and reinstate a reign of order and good governn.ent. 
When th is was accomplished it w ra ~ noticed that a remarkable change occ ur red in the 
tone of his writings. The meteor-l ike fh1shcs that i lluminated the columns of the 
.!Jvala11clie in his earlier yea rs, pa~~ed away and a steadier glow shone upon all he 
wrote. He had now arrived at the meridian of hi!' power~, and day after day, and year 
after year, appeared in the col umn~ of the :lppeal, those deeply thou~htful and profound 
editorials that placed him at the head of his profes~ion, ancl in • 88o there seemed to be 
a desire on the part of his friends to nominate him for p;overnor, and many leading 
papers announrecl their determination to support him for that elevated station. But 
this man, who lived not for him~elf, l't ill declined to allow his name to go before the 
convention. The writer hereo f cannot forego the pleasure of ~iving in Callaway's own 
words, the ohj e<"t and purpose of his life, for so declin i n~, as ~et forth in ext racts from 
his letter to Dr. D. Barry, ed itor of the Purdy Smt. After expressing: 1'0me concern at 
the prominence given to his n:~me, he ~ays: ·'So long as it !'Cemed permissible to rep;ard 
the use of my name as merely complimentary, I was inclined to let the matter pass, 
sub si!PJttio, but since you have placed my name at the head of your columns, announc
ing your d etermination to su~)port me, 1 think it e, pedient to sa~· that, under no cir
cumstnnces, cnu I be a candid nte. M .v purpose is fixed, and wjthout qua li fication or 
mental reservation, I wish it ful ly understood that I shall continue in my old avocation, 
that of helping; to make officials, hut never to become one." Again he says in the same 
letter: ··My life has been an acti ve one, sometimes tempe!ltuous, hut its day-dream 
throughout has been for quiet se renity in the even ing of life. In my younger days, 
n ·hen the f uture was painted in the colors of hope, I had IHI aspiration, and now w hen 
I approach the evening of life and the shadows are lenj:ethen ing, I can not be induced 
under all\· circumst ances to become a candidate. ' Rut enou~h hal' heen said to show 
that though he was an ambitious man, that ambition wa~ never used for self or selfish 
purposes. Intellectually and socially Colonel (ialla\\·ay has a lways occupied a lofty 
plane. H is associates and friend s in his earlier years were ~uch men as the late .E. M. 
Yerger, John F. Sale, vV. T. Avery, Sam P. \Nalker, and Cenera l \Villiam H. Carroll, 
all men of loftv character and eminent for their ability, and his friend !\ toda_,. are men 
of the sa me chnracteri!lticl'. But as time pas~es away, a~e and· a del'ire for repose 
presses upon the human frame, and in obedience to the common law of human nature, 
t hat d ay-dream so long indulged. the wish for '·C]uiet serenity in the even ing of life," 
is now accomplished. On the 13th day of April, 1887, with a mind unimpaired and in 
body ~till strong, Colonel Gallaway voluntarily retired from the elevated position. he 
occupied in the public mind, to a li fe of re tirement. But no matter whether he hves 
in the life of the busy and almost omnipotent editor of a great daily journal, or that 
of a quiet and re fl ecti ve observer, he wi ll ever be a prominent fig:ure in the history of 
Memphis, and her people will alv.-ays retain for him a profound admiration and re~pect, 
and those " ·ho know him best will love him most. 
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