














France, at Paris; and providing for an exchange of mails by the
Canadian mail packets plying between leerpool and Portland,
between Liverpool and River du Loup; a copy of these (utldcb
accompanies this report, (No. 5.) Additional articles to the postal
convention with Prussia, of the same character, have also been agreed
upon with the general postv oflice at Berlin, (,btdblishing, on the part
of the United States, new offices of exchange at Portland, Detroit,
and Chicago, respectively; to exchange closed mails with Aachen,
(Aix-la-Chapelle,) through England, by means of the Canadian line
of mail packets, a copy of which is annexed to this report, (No. 6.)
These arrangements have greatly expedited the transmission of
Buropean correspondence to and from the western States, and give
entire satisfaction to that portion of the country.

I have had the satisfuction of arranging the terms of a postal con-
vention with Mexico, which was concluded with the Mexican minister
on the 31st of July last, subject to ratification, within six months from
that date, by the President of the United States by and with the
advice and consent of the Senate, and by the President of the republic
of Mexico with the approval of the Mexican congress.  This conven-
tion was approved by the Senate of the United States on the 6th of
August last; but no official information has yet been received of tho
action of Mexico thereupon. Its principal provisions are:

1st. The establishment of direct mail steamship service between
New York and Vera Cruz, either direct or vie Havana, the expense
of which is to be borne equally by the respective post departments
of the two countries.

2d. A uniform rate of postage between the two countries of 25
cents for a single letter under Talf an ounce in w eight, and an addi-
tional charge of 25 cents for each additional fraction of half an ounce;
pre-pay ment of which is obligatory and each country to retain all the
postage it collects, which dl\I)Lll\Lb entirely with any postage accounts
between the two countries.

3d. With respect to printed matter of every kind, each country is
to levy and collect its own postage only at the established domestic
rates, and the despatching country is to charge and collect, in addition
to its regular domestic inland rate, a sca rate of one cent on each
newspaper, and one cent per ounce on pamphlets and other kinds of
printed matter.

4th. Bach country grants to the other.the territorial transit of
closed mail bags through its territories, free fromn all duties, tax,
detention, or examination; the means of transporting such bags to be
furnished, and the cost thereof to be paid, by the country to which
they may respectively belong; and the carriages, cattle, and men,
exclusively employed in the service, to be free from arrest, charges,
or molestation of any kind whatever, except for some flagrant viola-
tion of the laws of the country tluough which the closed bag are
conveyed.

If this convention should be ratified by Mexico, special leglsl:ttinn
will be necessary to provide for the portion of the expenses to Le
paid by this department in maintaining a regular line of mail packets




















































































the law; and assassinations and savage cruclties would be perpetrated
with all the frequency belonging to barbarous and cruel communities.
It is plain, then, that the language of this amendment imports no
more than that every man has a right to speak, write, and print his
opinions upon any subject whatever, without any prior restraint, so
always that he does not injure any other person iu his rights, person,
property, or reputation ; and so always that he does not thercby disturb
the public peace, or attempt to subvert the qovernment.”

Of the cases presented for my action, upon the principles above
named, I have, by order, excluded from the mails twelve of these
treasonable publications, of which several had been previously pre-
sented by the grand jury as incendiary and hostile to constitutional
authority.

I have the honor to be, &c., &c., your obedient servant,

M. BLAIR, Postmaster General.

To the PRESIDENT of the United Stales.























































































































































































































































































