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R E L A T I N G  T O  T H E  P O S T A L J-' A W S . 

Be it enacted by tlw Senate and · House of Represcntatires of t/1c 
f]nitcd Sttttcs of Aitterica in Congress asscmbletl, That all domestic 
letters, except letters lawfully franked, and duly certified letters of 
aoldicrs, and mariners, in the service of the Uniterl States, which are 
depo•ited for mailin!l' in any post office of the United States, on w bi ch 
the postage is unpaid, shall be sent by the postm88ter to the Dead 
Letter Office in W88hington ; and all letters deposited for mailing, 
paid only in part, shall be forwarded to destination, charged with 
the unpaid rate, to be collected on delivery. 

IN�TRUCTION, SEC. 1. (a.) Letters lawfully franked must be for
warded free 88 heretofore under section 42, act approved March 3, 
1863, and iustructions therewith issued, modified by act of June 1 ,  

1 864 ,  which provides, substantially : That a l l  communications o n  
official business, of whatever origin, addressed t o  heads o f  the Ex
ecutive Departments of Government, or heads of bureaus therein, 
or to Chief Clerks of Departments, or one authorized by the Post
master General to frank official matter, shall be received and con
veyed by mail free of postage, wi1hont being frnnked or endorsed 
1 '  Official Business." 

(b.) All domestic letters partly prepaid, and aoldiers' and sai!ora' 
letters duly certified according to instruction 27 issued with act of 
March a, 1863, must be forwarded to their destinations, charged 
with the amounts of postage dne, at prepaid ratos, to be collected 
on delivery, except letters bejiriog requests for their return to the 
writers if unclaimed, which, whether partly or wholly unpaid, must 
l>e marked '' Held for pQslage," and immediately returned to the 
writers with stamps !IOI canceled. 

(c. ) All domestic letters wholly unpaid, including " Drops, "  ex
cept " Request" letters above described, must be marked " Jlcltl 

for postage," postmarked, and specially sent to the T/1ird " Assist
ant Postmaster General," accompanied by a. list of persons addressed, 
a copy of which must be preserved by :h•J p .. stmaster for reference. 
The package must be marked outside, " Tl-.td for postage," and sent 
as unmailable letters, nuder section 7, Instructions No. 7, law of 
March 3, 1863. 

(d. ) AU domestic letters upon which less than one full rate of post
age is prepaid, must be treated 88 if wholly unpai d ;  the stumps 
must not be 'canceled. 

(e.)  SECTION 30, Laws and Instructions of 1 863, relative to for
warding letters, remains unchanged. 

SEC. 2. And be it furt/1er enacted, That the provisions of the act 
enlitled "An act for the relief of postmasters who have been robbed 
by Confederate forces or rebel guerrillas," approved April twenty
nine, eighteeu hundred and •ixty-four, In, and the same are hereby, 
extended to cases of loyal postmasters, where, by reason of the 
pre•ence of armed forces, a post office is destroyed and the post
master loses the fixtures and furniture or postage stamps and 
stamped envelopes ; and also to cases where such losses are oc
casioned by armed forces other than those of the so-called Confede
rate States. 

INSTRUCTION, SEG. 2. Postmasters seeking relief either under 
the act of April 29, 1864, or under its provisions as above extended, 
will make a statement under oath as to the value of each particular 
item destroyed or stolen, (as the case may be,) and all the attending 
l'ircumstances. and transmit the same promptly to the Third Assist
ant Postmaster General, accompanied by all other evidence that 
can be obtained in the particular case. 

Where a claim is made for money so destroyed or stolen, the 
postmaster must also be able to state positively that it was the 
property of and beionged to the United States, sud that he had no 
claim to the same, or any portion thereof, by reason of commissions 
or salary due to him by the Department, or from any causP., matter, 
or thing whatsoever. 

Incontestl\ble evidonce mnst be produced of the past and present 
loyalty of the claimant. 

SEC. 3. And be it furtlir.r enacted, That, in addition to the items 
of rent, fuel, light, and clerks, enumerated in the fifth section of 
the act approved July first, eighteen hundred and sixty-four, the 
Postmaster General be, and he is hereby, authorized to allow, I\\ 
his discretion, out of the revenues of the office "t New York, and 
of offices of the first, second, third, and fourth classes, a just and 
ceasonable snm for the necessary cost, in whole or in part, as well 
of the foregoing items as of furniture, stationery, printing, sud 
other items of expenditure required at offices of those classes, to be 
adjusted upon a satisfactory exhibit of the facts ; and that he be 
authorized to pay out of the proceeds of the money-order business 
the cost of stationery· and such other incidental expenses 88 are 
necessary to the transaction of that business. 

INSTRUCTION, SEC. 3. Expenditures for clerk hire, rent, fuel, 
and light, in the case of offices of the first and second classes, will 
be fixed by an order on: the receipt of an estimate from the post
masters of such offices, and shall remain for one year, or until 
otherwise ordered;  and other items of expense for furniture, stl\tion
ery, &c., under this section, in the c88e of the same cll\Ss of offices, 
must be made only under special authority from the Postwast.er 
General, 1md applications must be made to him for sur.h authority, 
accompl\nied with estimates, previous to incurring such expense. 

Offices of the first and second classes will hereafter be furnished 
with envelopes for official use by the Department ; and post
masters of those offices arc prohibited from purchasing envelopes 
exr.ept in case of emergency, when they must confine purchases to 
immediato wants, and an explanation must accompany the vouchers 
therefor. 

Applications for envelopes must be mado to the Third Assistant 
Postmaster General. 

Allowances, in the discretion of the Postmaster General, for any 
items of expense namerl in this section, to postmasters of the third 
and fourth classes, will be gov�rned by section 6 of the act of July 
1, 1864. 

SEC. 4. And be it further enar,tcd, That the seventh section of the 
ad cutitlecl " Au act to amend the ll\ws rell\ting to the Post Office 
Department," approved March three, eighteen hundred and sixty
threc, be, and the same is hereby, amended so as to authorize the 
Postma•ter General to allow for the publication, in newspapers, of 
the list of uou-delivered letters at any post office, compensation at 
a rnte not to exceed two cents for each letter so advel\ised. 

INSTRUCTION, SEC. 4. Postmasters who advertise letters in news
papers under Instruction No. 7, issued with act of March 3, 1863, 
are authorized to pay two cents for every letter so advertised. This 
charge is to be marked on each letter and collected on delivery. 

SEC. 5. And be ii further enacted, That the seventeenth section 
of tho act entitled " An act to establi•h salaries fo1: postmasters, 
and for other purposes," approved July one, eighteen hundred and 
sixty-four, be, and the same is hereby, amended so as to restore, 
from the date of its passage, to the Special Agent of tbe Post Office 
Department in the P"citic States and Territories, his regular salary 
of two thousand five hundred dollar• per annum, under the act of 
March two, eighteen hundred and sixty-one, with an allowance, 
in addition thereto, of a sum not exceeding five dollars per diem, 
to fl'"Ovidc for his actual traveling and incidental expenses while 
actively employed in the service. And the Postmaster General is 
hereby authorized to appoint an additional Special Agent for the 
Pacific States and Territories, and two additional Special Agents to 
superintend postal matters connected with the railway mail service 
of the United States, who shall receive the same salary 11nd per 
diem allowance, in u.<lUition, fot traveling and incidental f'IXpenses, 
to be paid out of the appropriation for mail transportation. 

SEC. G. And be it further cna"ted, That hereafter Special Agents 
of the Pust Office Department, uther than those appointed for the Pacific States aml Territories, or those appointed nuder the authority 
of the preceding section of this act to superintend postal matters 
connected with the railway service of the Uuit<itl States, shall be 



nllowcd for their necessary traveling and incidental expenses, w hile 
actively employed in tho Rervice, a sum not exceeding live dollars 
per diem. 

SEC. 7. And be it furthrr cn •ctd, That the Postmaster Genernl 
be, and ho Is hereby, authorized to p�y, out of tho appropriation 
for mi�ccllaneous expenses, the sum of ten thousand dollars, or so 
much thereof as may be required, for defraying the necessary ex
pense of preparing and publ ishing a set of post-route maps, arranged 
Ly St1>tcs anu groups of State•, and show mg all the permanent mail 
routes, distances, and post offices thereon, in the United States, 
with other stati�tical information. 

SF.c. 8. And be it further enacted, Th•t for the purpose of assorting 
and distributiug letters and other mail m1>tter in rai lway post offices, 
the Post 1 1  n.R ler General may, from time to time, appoint clerks, who 
shall be paid out of the approhri .. tion for mail  trnnsportation : l'ro
TJidcrl, Timi the salary of e"ch 1cad clerk so nppointcd and employed 
shl\ll not exceed fourteeu hundred dollars per annum, and that the 
s1'1ary of other clerks shall not exceed twoive hundred dol lars each 
per nnnum. 

St·:c. !) And be it further cnactctl, Thl\t the provisions of tho 
fonrth section of the l\ct entitleu "An act rooking appropria\ious 
for tho service of the Post Office Deix•rtment duriug the fisc:ll year 
cn<l i ng tho thirt ieth of June, eighteen hnu<lrcd au<l sixty-oue," 
11pproved Juue fifteenth, cightccu h uudred qnd sixty, be, "nd the 
Fiame are licrcUy, mo<liflcll so us to aut hori ze 1 lio Postmaster Geucral 
to caus" t.he mails to be transported uetwe�n the United States 11nd 
nny foreign port or ports, or hetwcen ports of th� Uuited States, 
touchinir a.t 11 foreign port , Ly stenm•hip, al lowing and paying 
tlwrc for, if by nu A merican vesPcl, any sum not exceeding the Sta. 
und Uu ited !:;t11tcs in l11nd postRge. aud if by 11 foreign vcs•el, filly 
sum not exceeding the sen. postage on the nrnils so conveyed. 

SEC, J U. Aml he it furtilcr enacted, That no steamship or other 
vrssd dcpnrl it• g from the Uuited Stales for a foreign port or ports, 
sh11ll bo permitte<l to receive on botml or convey uny letters or Jetter 
parkets origi1mti11g in the Uuile<l Sta(rs, w b ich have not been 
n•gularly posted at, and received frolll, the post office at the port of departure ; and it shall be the duty r.f tho collector or other officer 
of the port empowered to grnnt clearances of vessels, to require as 
a. condit ion of clcara.nce, fi'om the master or commander of such 
s teamship or vessel, au oath or affirmation that he has not rcceiv.d 
ou board Lis 8bip or vessel, nnd lias not un<lcr his care or w i th in 
his control, nud w i l l  not receive tn:!d COil\'Cj, any ]ctters or Jetter 
p!Lckets a<hl rcsscd to a foreign country, except as hereinafter ex
cep:rd, which have not been deli vered to hiu1 from the post offico 
at the port of departure : Protidcd, lwwettr, That the provisions 
of this section shall not apply to auy letters or letter pqckets which 
relute to the cargo nnd are addressed to the owner or consignee of 
such steamship or other vessel, or to any letters or packets which 
aro incJo,ed in n Uu ited States stamped envelope of a dcnominn
tiou sufficient in amount to cover tlie United States post1>ge Jcg,.lly 
cliurg-eal>lc thereon i f  such kiters or packets hatl been posted and 
tnmsmittc<l liy �he rrgulnr mail. . 

St-:c. l I. A11d he it furtilcr umctcrl, That nothing conlainotl i u  tho 
net entitled " An act to establ ish a postn.l money-order systcm,11 
approved lllay seventeen, eighteen hnnured nntl sixty-four, or in 
any other 11<"1, shall be so construed <IS to prevent tleputy post
masters nt money-order or other offices from dcpositiug iu the 
national banks designated by the Secretary of the Trellsury as 
publ ic dej>osi torics, to tl1eir own cred it as deputy postmasters, 
mouoy-or< er or other funds in their charg<J, under the direction of 
the Postmaster Ge�ernl, nor to prevent their negotiat ing drafts, orders, �r other evidences of deb t through these lianks, as they 
111uy he mstructed and required by the l'ostmaster General. 

INSTRUCTLON, SEC. 1 1. Any postmaster who desires to de.posit, 
in tho mode prescribed by this section, the public moneys in his 
custody in 11 National Bank designated by the Secretary of the 
Treasury as a public depository, should make written application 
to the Postmaster General for a permission to make such deposits. 
Tho application should state explicitly the locality and name of 
the hank, together with the names of its officers, and also the date 
of its designation as a depository of pnblic moneys. 

SE�. 12. And be it f1trtlU!r c11actcd, That the balance which ml\y 
remam unexpended of the appropriation of ono hundred thousand 
dollars to n:ieet any deficiencies in the proceeds of tho money-order 
S)'.stem dunng the present fiscal y<!ar, nnder the thirteeuth •ection �1 the act approved May seventeen, eighteen hundred and s ixty!our, may be used! as far as may be necessary, to supply deficiencies 
m th� proceeds ot th� aforesaid system during the liscal year com
mencr ng July first, .eighteen hundred and sixty· five. 

SEC . . l:l. And be itjurtiler cnactrd, That if  any person or persons 
sh"ll willfully snd mt1liciously injure, tel\r down, or destroy any 
letter-l.Jox, r1Ilar-box, or c:lther receiving boxes established l.Jy 
authority ol the l'ostmasler General of the United States for the 
snfo depo�i t of matter for tbe m1>ils and for deli very, or shall 
w 1ll fully aid and "ssist in injuring, tearing down, or destroying any s�ch box or lioxes, every such offender, being thereof duly con
victed, sh1\IJ, for every such offeuse, be finea not less than one 
hundred, nor more than one thousand dollars, or be imprisoned not 
less tha!J one year, nor more than three years, or both, according to the circumstances and aggrnvatious of the offense. And if any 
clerk or otlier ptwson employed in any of the departments of the J>ost Offil'e cs1ablishment shall wi llfully and unlawfully remorn ilou1 uny letter posted at or received iu uuy post office or brunch 
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post office established by authority of the Postmnster General of 
tho United State•, any postaga stump or stamps l\ffixcd thereto in 
payment of postage, every •ur.h offender, being thereof duly con
victed, shall, for every such offense, be fined not more than nne 
hundred dol lnrs, or in1prisoncd nCYt more than six  mouths, according 
to the circumstances and aggmvations of the offeuac. 

INSTIWCTION, SEC. 13. Postmasters will report to the Depart
ment any violation of this section of the law, w ith the evidence 
relied 011 to prove the charge. 

SEC. 14.  And bt it further c11acttd, That th e  yearly advertise
ment for proposnls to carry the mails of the United Stntcs shall bo 
published hereafter, for a period of six weeks, in one or more, but 
not to exceed five, newspapers, printed in the Stl\le or Territory 
where the mail service is to be performed, one of whkh shall be 
printed tLt the sct\t of l\'Overnment of such State or Territory. 

SEC. 1 5. And be it further enacted, 'fhat nothing containeil in the 
act entitled " An act to amend the laws relati ng to the Post Office 
Department," approved March third, eighteen hundred and sixty
threo, shllll l.Jc so const rued as to repeal or mod ify tho •ccond section 
of tho net entitled " An act making appropri1Ltions for tl1c service 
of the Post Offico Department Juring the fiscal your ending the 
thirtieth of June, ei ghteen hundred and sixty-one," for tho del ivery 
of letters tLnd other mai l

. 
matter fr0m post offices wh�rn the system 

of free dehvcry by earners has not been est1.1bl1shcu : l'ruDirltd 
nc•crtlulcss, rmd it is hcrtby furtlttr tnactetl, That the system of free del i\'cry Bhall he estab l ished in every place contai nin" " pop
u lation of fi fty thousand within the delivery of tho office 

0
thereof, 

and at such other places as the Postmaster Geneml, in his judg
ment, shall direct: And proDidtd furtl.er, That the pwpaymeut 
postnge on drop letters in nil piaccs w here freo delivery is not 
established shall be one cent only. 

INSTRUCTION, SEC. 15. Postmasters at offices where free deli very 
is 11ot in operation, if in their opinion it will be beneticial to the 
service, may nominalc one or more suitable persons to net ns Ponny· 
post men. Appl ication for the appointment of such men must ho 
ma.Jc to tho First ,\ ssistant Postmaster General. 

The genernl rules appl icable to the free del ivery system, as shown 
in Instructions under laws of March 3, 18G3, auu July I, J t:lu4, will  
apply to the Pcnnypost delivery, except so far as rclat"s to com
pensation of carriers. 

Pennypost men will receive no co�pensntion other than tho foes 
they may receive for delivering mail matter. They will demand 
uot exceeding one cent for each lettet" they may deliver. 

The rate of postage on Drop letters, where free deli wry docs nvl 
exist, will  be oue cent, always to ho propaid hy stamps, which will  

be furnished to postm1\Sters upon application to tho Department;  
but at fred delivery offices, the prepaid rate for " Drops" will  bu 
two ccuts, as heretofore. 

SEC . .16. And ht it furtlrer cnact�il, !bat no obscene hook, pam
phlet, picture, rnnt,  or other publication of a vnlg1Lr and iadcceut 
chnrnctcr, obal be admitted into the mails of the United States. 
Any person or persons who shall deposit or cause to be deposited in 
nny post office or branch post office of the United t;tate>, for mai l in" 
or fo� dcHvery , an.obscene book, pamphlet, picturn, J.lrint., or otlu;; 

· pubhcat1on, knowrng the snme to be of a vulgar and mdccent ch:>r
acter, shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, and, beiug duly 
convicted thereof, shall, for every such offense, be fined not morn 
than live hundred doll�rs, or imprisoned not more than one year, or 
both, accordmg to the Clfcumstances and aggravations of the oiense. 

INSTRUCTION, SEc. 16. Violations of this section must be 
promptly noticed by Postmasters, and the District Attorney notified 
by them, when the party violating the Jaw is known with reasonable 
certainty, and the evidence, including the obscene matter, placed 
in hi� bR.nrls. 

When the guilty party is not known, the hooks or other obscene 
matter must be sent to the Third Assistant Postmaster Geneml, 
in a scaled package marked ' ' SPECIAL," and,  at the same t ime, n 
letter must be written infor.miog him that the packnge 111\s been 
sent. 

ADDITIONAL INSTRUCTIONS. 

REGISTERED LETTERS. 

SEC. 447, Regulations of JS:>V, and Instructions under section 
32, act of March :l, Je63, arc so modified as to require that every 
registered letter or parcel of registered letters, with its appropriate 
bill, shall ho mailed in a scaled cn•tlope or 1crnppcr, riddrcsscd to tile 
Postmaster of the office to which it is destined, but iu tho sanw 
package with the unregistered letters sent from tho mailing officr, 
hy tl1e same mail, to the same destination. 'Vhen registered letters 
arc to pass through a distributing office, they must be bi l led and 
mailed to such d istributing office "' if they wert for dclivtry IA<Tc, 
tl,1e letters " D  P. O." merely being added to the hcadiug of thb 



rrgist�red letter bill. N<flcr send a registered lclter in a package of 
letters intmded for distribution. 

RF;QUEST LETTERS. 

The latter part of the last paragraph of Instruction No. 28, 1863, 
is so modified, that no account ueed be kept of " Request" letters 
received from other offiCfls for delivery to the writers ; and in place 
of sending to this Department copies of the accounts required to 
be kept by the first part of said pamgraph, a simple statement of 
the whole number of such letters sent back to the writers during 
each quarter, must be sent by special letter to the Third Assistant 
Postmaster Geneml ; ncfler to be included in the quarterly returns. 

Attention is nlso called to the necessity of erasing the u;/wle 
original nddrel!S, and properly marking such letters before returning 
them to the writers, (a,, directed by the ln4truction aforesaid , )  as 
well as to the requirements of &ic. 10, Law of 1864. 

WRAPPING LETTERS
·
. 

It app<'&TB that a misconstruction has been placed upon n parn
i:raph in a circular issued from this Department in October, 1864. 
It was not intended to authorize postmMters to abandon wrappers 
to the extent that has been unwarrantably practiced to the embar
mssmeut of the service. Postmasterd are, therefore; now instructed 
to conform fully to the first paragraph of section 47, and to sections 
42 and 43 of chapter IV of the Regulations of 1859. Postmasters, 
however, whose offices are supplied in whole or in part by Railway 
Post Offieos in opemtion, or to be put in opcm'tion hereafter, will 
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. be governed by instructions from the Supe1'intendent of Railway Mail Service in regard to the manner of making up mails. The 
discontinuance of wrappers wl\8 intended to be confined to those 
offices receiving maila through Railway Post Offices, aud to that 
service exclusi>ely. 

CANCRLING POSTAGE STAMPS. 

Special attention is called to the regnlationa concerning post
marking letters and canceling postage stamps. 

The latter clause of the Regulations of 1859, section 397, is re
J>Ol'led, and the use of the office rating or post-marking stamp as a 
canceling instrument is positively prohibited, inasmuch as tho 
post-mark, wLen impressed on the postage stamp, is nsunlly in<lis· 
tinct, and the cancellation effected thereby is imperfect. The post
age stamp musL therefore be effectually cancole<l with a separate 
instrument. 

" If the canceling hBS been omitted on the mailing of the letter, 
packet, or parcel, or if the eancellatiou be incomplete, the post
mMter at the office of delivery will cancel the stamp in the manner 
directed, and forthwith report the delinquent pcstmaster to the 
Postmaster General, as the law requires." 

Neglect of these duties on tho part of a postmaster will be con
sidered n sufficient caU86 for his removal from office. 

N. n.-�'ailure of postmasters to give their constant personal 
attention to their official duties, will ho cause for removnl. 

WILLIAM DENNISON, 
Postmaster General. 
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