AN ACT

RELATING

TO THE POSTAL LAWS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Represcntatives of the
United States of America in Congress assembled, That all domestic
letters, except letters lawfully franked, and duly certified letters of
soldiers, and mariners, in the service of the United States, which are
depositedformailing inany postoffice of the United States, on which
the postage is unpaid, shall be sent by the postmaster to the Dead
Letter Oéece i ashington; and all letters deposited for mailing,
paid only in part, shall ie forwarded to destination, charged wit
the unpaid rate, to be collected on delivery.

INSTRUCTION, SEC. 1. (a.) Letterslawfully franked must be for-
warded free as heretofore under section 42, act approved March 3,
1863, and instructions therewith issued, modified by act of June 1,
1864, which provides, substantially: That all communications on
official business, of whatever origin, addressed to heads of the Ex-
ecutive Departments of Government, or heads of bureaus therein,

or to Chief Clerks of Departments, or one authorized by the Post-
master General to frank official matter, shall be received and con-
veyed by mail free of postage, without being franked or endorsed
““Official Business.”

(b.) All domestic letters partly prepaid, and soldiers’ and sailors’
letters duly ceriified according to instruction 27 issued with act of
March 3, 1863, must be forwarded to their destinations, charged
with the amounts of postage due, at prepaid rates, to be collected
on delivery, except letters bearing requests for their return to the
writersif unclaimed, which, whether partly or wholly unpaid, must
be marked * Held for pestage,” and immediately returned to the
writers with stamps ot canceled.

(¢.) All domestic letters wholly unpaid, including “ Drops,” ex-
cept ‘‘Request” letters above described, must be marked ** Held
for postage,” postmarked, and specially sent to the Third ¢ Assist-
ant Postmauster General,” accompanied by a list of personsaddresscd,
a copy of which must be preserved by :h: pestmaster for reference.
The package must be marked outside, ** /{-/d for postage,” and sent
as unmailable letters, under section 7, Instructions No. 7, law of
March 3, 1863.

(d.) All domestic letters upon which less than one full rate of post-
age is prepaid, must be treated as if wholly unpaid; the stamps
must not be canceled.

(e.) SECTION 30, Laws and Instructions of 1863, relative to for-
warding letters, remains unchanged.

SEC. 2. And be it further enacted, That the provisions of the act
entitled ‘‘An act for the relief of postmasters who have been robbed
by Confederate forces or rebel guerrillas,”” approved April twenty-
nine, eighteen hundred and sixty-four, ba, and the same are hereby,
extended to cases of loyal postmasters, where, by rcason of the
presence of armed forces, a post office is destroyed and the post-
master loses the fixtures and furniture or postage stamps and
stamped envelopes: and also to cases where such losses are oc-
casioned by armed forces other than those of the so-called Confede-
rate States.

INSTRUCTION, SEC. 2. Postmasters seeking relief either under
the act of April 29, 1864, or under its provisions as above extended,
will make a statement under oath as to the value of each particular
item destroyed or stolen, (as the casemay be,) and all the attending
circumstances. and transmit the same promptly to the Third Assist-
ant Postmaster General, accompanied by all other evidence that
can be obtained in the particular case.

Where a claim is made for money so destroyed or stolen, the
postmaster must also be able to state positively that it was the
property of and beionged to the United States, and that he had no
claim to the same, or any portion thereof, by reason of commissions
or salary due to him by the Department, or from any cause, matter,
or thing whatsoever.

Incontestable evidence must be produced of the past and present
loyalty of the claimant.

SEC. 3. And be it further enacted, That, in addition to the items
of rent, fuel, light, and clerks, enumerated in the fifth section of
theact approved July first, eighteen hundred and sixty-four, the
Postmaster General be, and he is hereby, authorized to allow, at
his discretion, out of the revenues of the office at New York, and
of offices of the first, second, third, and fourth classes, a just and
reasonable sum for the necessary cost, in whole or in part, as well
of the foregoing items as of furniture, stationery, printing, and
other items of expenditure required at offices of those classes, to be
adjusted upon a satisfactory exhibit of the facts; and that he be
authorized to pay out of the proceeds of the money-order business
the cost of stationery and such other incidental expenses as are
necessary to the transaction of that business.

INSTRUCTION, SEC. 3. Expenditures for clerk hire, rent, fuel,
and light, in the case of offices of the first and second classes, will
be fixed by an orderon the receipt of an estimate fromn the post-
masters of such offices, and shall remain for one year, or until
otherwise ordered; andotheritems of expense for furniture, station-
ery, &c., under this section, in the case of the same class of offices,
must be made only under special authority from the Postinaster
General, and applications must be made to him for such authority,
accompanied with estimates, previous to incurring such expense.

Offices of the first and second classes will hereafter be furnished
with envelopes for official use by the Department; and post-
masters of those offices are prohibited from purchasing envelopes
except in case of emergency, when they must confine purchases to
immediate wants, and an explanation must accompany the vouchers
therefor.

Applications for envelopes must be mado to the Third Assistant
Postmaster General.

Allowances, in the discretion of the Postmaster General, for any
items of expense named in this section, to postmasters of the third
and fourth classes, will be governed by sectien 6 of the act of July
1, 1864.

Sce. 4. And beit further enacted, That the seventh section of the
act cutitled ‘“ Au act to amend the laws relating to the Post Office
Dcpartment,” approved March three, eizhteen hundred and sixty-
three, be, and the same is hercby, amended so as to authorize the
Postinaster General to allow for the publication, in newspapers, of

the list of non-delivered letters at any post office, compensation at
a rate not to exceed two cents for each letter so advertised.

INSTRUCTION, SEC. 4. Postmasters who advertise letters in news-
papers under Instruction No. 7, issued with act of March 3, 1863,
are authorized to pay two cents for every letter so advertised. This
charge is to be marked on each letter and collected on delivery.

SEC. 5. And be it further enacted, That the seventeenth section
of the act entitled ‘*An act to establish salaries for postmasters,
and for other purposes,” approved July one, eightecn hundred and
sixty-four, be, and the same is hereby, amended so as to restore,
from the date of its passage, to the Special Agent of the Post Office
Department in the Pacific States and Territories, his regular salary
of two thousand five hundred dollars per annum, under the act of
March two, eighteen hundred and sixty-one, with an allowance,
in addition thereto, of a sum not exceeding five dollars per diem,
to provide for his actual traveling and incidental expenses while
actively employed ir the service. And the Postmaster General is
hereby authorized to appoint an additional Special Agent for the
Pacitic States and Territories, and two additional Special Agents to
superintend postal matters connected with the railway mail service
of the United States, who shall reccive the same salary gnd per
diemn allowance, iu addition, for traveling and incidental expenses,
to be paid out of the appropriation for mail transportation.

SEec. 6. And be it further enacted, That hereafter Special Agents
of the Post Otfice Depart:nent, other than those appointed for the
Pacific States aud Territories, or those appointed under the authority
of the preceding section of this act to superintend postal matters
connected with the railway service of the United States, shall be



allowed for their necessary traveling and incidental expenses, while
actively employed in tha service, a sum not exceeding five dollars
per diem,

SEC. 7. And be it further enact:d, That the Postmaster nggml
be, and ho is hereby, authorized to pay, out of the appropriation
ior miscellaneous expenses, the sum of ten thousand dollars, or so
much thercof as may be required, for defraying the necessary ex-

ense of preparing and publishing a set of post-route maps, arranged
Ey States and groups of States, and showing all the permanent mail
routes, distances, and post offices thereon, in the United States,
with other statistical information.

Skc. 8. And be it further cnacted, That for the purpose of assorting
and distributing letters and other mail matter in railway post offices,
the Postu aster General may, from time to time, appoint clerks, who
shall be paid out of the approprintion for mail transportation : Pro-
vided, That the salary of each f:ﬂld clerk so appointed and employed
shall not exceed fourteen hundred dollars per annum, and that the
salary of other clerks shall notexceed tweive hundred dollars each
per annum.

Sec. 9 And be it further cnacted, That the provisions of tho
fourth section of the act entitled **An act making appropriations
for the service of the Iost Office Department during the fiscal year
ending tho thirtieth of June, eightcen hundred and sixty-one,”
upproved June fitteenth, eighteen bundred and sixty, be, and the
sume are hereby, modified 50 as to authorize the Postiaster General
to cause the mails to be transported between the United States and
any foreign port or ports, or hetwecea ports of the United States,
touching at a foreign port, by steamship, allowing and paying
therefor, if by an Awmerican vessel, any sum not exceeding the sea
and United States inland postage. and if by a foreign vessel, eny
sum not exceelding the sea postage on the mails so conveyed.

Sec. 10. And be it further enacted, ‘I'hat no steamskip or other
vessel departing from the Uwited States fur a foreign poit or ports,
shall bo permitted to receive on board or convey any letters or letter
packets originating in the United States, which bave not been
regularly posted at, and reccived from, the post office at the port of
departure; and it shall Le the dnty of the collector or other officer
of the port empowered to grant clearances of vessels, to requirc as
a condition of clearance, {i-om the master or commander of such
steamsbip or vessel, au cath or affirmation that he has not received
ou board Lis sbip or vessel, and has not under his care or within
his control, aud will not receive ard convey, any letters or letter
packets addressed to a foreign country, except as hereinafter ex-
cepted, which have not been delivered to him from the post offico
at the port of departure: Provided, howerer, That the provisions
of this section shall not apply to auy letters or letter packets which
relate to the cargo and are addressed to the owner or consignec of
such steamship or other vessel, or to any letters or packets which
aro inclosed in a United States stamped envelope of a denomina-
tion sufficient in amount to cover the United States postage legully
chargeable thereon if such letters or packets had been posted and
transmitted by the regular mail.

St:¢. 11 And be it further cuacted, That nothing contained intho
act entitled ‘“ An act to establish a postal money-order system,”
approved May scventcen, eightcen hundred and sixty-four, or in
any other aet, shall be so construed as to prevent deputy post-
masters at money-order or other effices from depositing in the
national banks designated by the Secretary of the Treasury as
public depositories, to their own credit as deputy postmasters,
money-order or other funds in their charge, under the dircetion of
the Postmaster General, nor to prevent their negotiating drafts,
orders, or other evidences of LleLt through these banks, as they
may he instructed and required by the Postmaster General.

INSTRUCTION, SEC. 11. Any postmaster who desires to deposit,
in the mode prescribed by this section, the public moneys in his
custody in § National Bank designated by the Secretary of the
Treasury as a public depository, should make written application
to the Postmaster General for a permission to make such deposits.
The application should state explicitly the locality and name of
the hank, together with the names of its officers, and also the date
of its designation as a depository of pnblic moneys.

SeC. 12. And be it further cuacted, That the balance which may
remain unexpended of the appropriation of one hundred thousand
dollars to meet any deficiencies in the proceeds of tho money-order
system during the present fiscal year, nnder the thirteenth section
of the act approved May seventecn, eighteen hundred and sixty-
four, may beused, as faras may benecessary, tosupply deficicncies
in the proceeds of the aforesaid system during the tiscal year com-
mencing July first, eighteen hundred and sixty-five.

SEC. 13. And be it further cnacted, ‘That if any person or persons
shall willfully and muliciously injure, tenr down, or destroy any
letter-box, pillar-box, or dther receiving boxes established by
authority of the I’ostmaster General of tge United States for the
snfe deposit of matter for the mails aud for delivery, or shall
willfully aid and assist in injuring, tearing down, or destroying any
such box or boxes, every such offender, being thercof duly cou-
victed, shall, for every such offense, be fined not less than one
hundred, nor more than one thousand dollars, or be imprisoned not
less thau one year, nor more than three years, or both, according
to the circumstances and aggravatious of the offense. And if any
clerk or other person employed in any of the departments of the
Post Office esiblishment shall willtully and unlawfully remuve
frour any letter posted at or reccived ju any post office or branch

post office established by authority of the IPostmaster Geueral of
the United States, any postage stamp or stamps affixed thereto in
payment of postage, every such offender, being thereof duly con-
victed, shal), for every such offense, be fined not more than one
hundred dollars, or imprisoned not more than six months, according
to the circumstances and aggravations of the oficnac.

INSTRUCTION, SEC. 13. Postmasters will report to the Depart-
ment any violation of this section of the law, with the evidence
relied on to prove the charge.

SEC. 14. And be it further enacted, That the yearly advertisc-
ment for proposals to carry the mails of the United States shall bo
published hereafter, for a period of six weeks, in one or more, but
not to exceed five, newspapers, printed in the State or Territory
where the mail service is to be performed, one of which shall Le
printed at the seat of government of such State or Territory.

SEC. 15. And be it further cnacted, 'That nothing contained in the
act entitled ‘‘ Anact to amend the laws relating to the Post Office
Department,” approved March third, eighteen hundred and sixty-
threo, shall he so construed as to repeal or modify tho second section
of the act entitled * An act making appropriations for the service
of the Post Oftico Department during the fiscal year cnding the
thirticth of June, eightcen hundred andsixty-oue,” for the delivery
of letters and other mail matter from post offices whare the system
of free delivery by carriers has not been established: Provided,
nevertheless, and it is herehy further enacted, 'I'hat the system of
free delivery shall be established in every place containing a pop-
ulation of fifty thousand within the delivery of the office thereof,
and at such other places as the Iostmaster General, in his judg-
ment, shall direct: And provided furthcr, That the prepayment
postage on drop letters in all piaces where freo delivery is not
established shall be one cent only.

INSTRUCTION, SEC. 15. Postinasters at offices where free delivery
is not in operation, if in their opinion it will be beneficial to the
service, may nominale one or more suitable persons to act as ’enny-
post men. Application for the appointment of such men nust be
made to the First Assistant Postmaster General.

The general rules applicable to the free delivery system, as shovn
in Tnstructions under laws of March 3, 1863, aud July 1, 1564, will
apply to the Pennypost delivery, except so far a8 relates to com-
pensation of carriers.

Pennypost men will receive no compensation other than the fees
they may rcceive for delivering mail matter. They will demand
not cxceeding one cent for each letter they may deiiver.

The rate of postage on Drop letters, where free delivery docs not
cexist, will be one cent, always to be prepaid hy stamps, which will
be furnished to postmasters upon application to the Department;
but at free delivery offices, the prepaid rate for *Drops’’ will bu
two cents, as heretofore.

SEC. 16. And be it further cnacted, Thbat no obscene book, pam-
phlet, picture, rrint, or other publication of a vulgar and indeceut
character, shall be admitted into the mails of the United States.
Any person or persons who shall deposit or cause to be deposited in
nny post office or branch post office of the United States, for mailing
or for delivery, an obscene book, pamphlet, picture, print, or other
publication, knowing the sanie to be of a vulgar and indecent char-
acter, shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, and, being duly
convicted thereof, shall, for every such offense, be fined not more
than five bundred dollars, or imprisoned not more thau one year, or
both, according to the circumstances and aggravations of the aflense.

INSTRUCTION, SEC. 16. Violations of this section must be
promptly noticed by Postmasters, and the District Attorney notified
by them, when the party violating the law is known with reasonable
certainty, and the evidence, including the obscene matter, placed
in hi¢ bands.

When the guilty party is not known, the books or other obscene
matter must be sent to the Third Assistant Postinaster Genersl,
in a scaled package marked ‘‘SPECIAL,” and, at the same time, a
letter must be written informing him that the package has been
sent.

ADDITIONAL INSTRUCTIONS.
REGISTERED LETTERS.

SEC. 447, Regulations of 1839, and Instructions under section
32, act of March 3, 1863, arc so modified as to require that every
registered letter or parcel of registered letters, with its appropriate
bill, shall be mailed in a scaled cnvclope or wrapper, addressed to the
Postmaster of the office to which it is destined, but in the same
package with the unregistered letters sent from tho mailing office,
by the same mail, to the same destination. When registered letters
are to pass through a distributing office, they must be billed and
mailed to such distributing office «s if thcy were for dclivery there,
the letters ‘D P. O.” wmerely being added to the heading of the



registered letter bill.  Never send a registered letter in a package of
letters intended for distribution.

REQUEST LETTERS.

The latter part of the last paragraph of Instruction No. 28, 1863,
is 80 modified, that no account need be kept of ‘‘Request” letters
received from other offices for delivery to the writers ; and in place
of sending to this Department copies of the accounts required to
be kept by the first part of said paragraph, a simple statement of
the whole number of such letters sent back to the writers during
cach quarter, must be sent by special letter to the Third Assistant
Postmaster General; ncoer to be included in the quarterly returns.

Attention is also called to the necessity of erasing the whole
original address, and properly marking such letters before returning
them to the writers, (as directed by the Instruction aforesaid,) as
well as to the requirements of Sec. 10, Law of 1864.

‘WRAPPING LETTERS.

It appears that a misconstruction has been placed upon s para-
graph in a circular issued from this Department in October, 1864.
It was not intended to authorize postmasters to abandon wrappers
to the extent that has been unwarrantably practiced to the embar-
rnssmeut of the service. Postmasters are, therefore, now instructed
to conform fully to the first paragraph of section 47, and to sections
42 and 43 of chapter IV of the Regulations of 1859. Postmasters,
however, whose offices are supplied in whole or in part by Railway
Post Offices in operation, or to be put in operation hereafter, will
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be goverued by instructions from the Superintendent of Railway
Mail Service inregard to the manner of making up mails. The
discontinuance of wrappers was intended to be confined to those
offices receiving mails through Railway Post Offices, aud to that
service exclusively.

CANCELING POSTAGE STAMPS,

Special attention is called to the regulations concerning post-
marking letters and canceling postage stamps.

The latter clause of the Regulations of 1859, section 397, is re-
pealed, and the use of the office rating or post-marking stamp as &
canceling instrument is positively prohibited, inasmuch as the
post-mark, when impressed on the postage stamp, is usually indis-
tinct, and the cancellation effected thereby is imperfect. The post-
age stamp must therefore be effectually canceled with a separate
instrument.

““If the canceling has been omitted on the mailing of the letter,
packet, or parcel, or if the cancellation Lo incomplete, the post-
master at the office of delivery will cancel the stamp in the manner
directed, and forthwith report the dclinquent pcstmaster to the
Postmaster General, as the law requires.”

Neglect of these duties on the part of a postmaster will be con-
sidered a sufficient cause for his removal from office.

N. B.—Failuro of postmasters to give their constant personal
attention to their official duties, will be cause for removal.

WILLIAM DENNISON,

Postmaster Gencral.
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