
Census of Macon, Georgia, Small 2c and 5c Postmasters’ Provisionals 

Compiled by Francis J. Crown, Jr. 

Adhesives 

 MAC-GA-A01     MAC-GA-A02              MAC-GA-A03 
 Plain Border    Floral Border 

The 2-cent and 5-cent plain and 5c floral border provisionals 

The Macon 2-cent, 5-cent plain border, and 5-cent floral border provisionals were typeset. The 
5-cent floral border stamp was printed from a setting of 10 subjects arranged in two rows of five.
The 5-cent plain border was probably printed from a setting of 10 subjects as well.

Different sources state at least five of the provisionals on cover were printed on laid paper: 21 
Jun, 8 Jul, 24 Jul, 27 Jul, and 29 --- (CN 105, 33, 24, 19 and 34). These are not listed separately 
because the descriptions in different sources are not consistent. However, the descriptions in 
the census note those covers which some sources list as printed on laid paper. 

NOTE: The inclusion of an item in this census is not a guarantee of authenticity. 

Description and Count 

Provisional CSA Cat No Scott Cat No  Covers 

2c black on gray green MAC-GA-A01 53X5 3 

5c black on yellow, plain border MAC-GA-A02 53X4 13 

5c black on yellow, plain border, 
vertical pair 

MAC-GA-A02a 53X4 1 

5c black on yellow, plain border, 
tête-bêche pair 

MAC-GA-A02b 53X4a 1 

5c black on yellow, floral border MAC-GA-A03 53X3 22 

5c black on yellow, floral border, pair MAC-GA-A03a 53X3 5 

5c black on yellow laid paper, floral border, pair MAC-GA-A06 53X6 1 
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Notes for the Collector 

 
Newspaper Notice on Provisional Stamps 
 
The notice below appeared in the 27 May 1861 edition of the Macon Daily Telegraph. The 
notice states in part that “probably the Postmaster [Dr. Strochecker] will furnish private pre-
payment stamps until Government stamps can be procured.” Exactly when the private stamps 
were available is not known. Although two covers are recorded from early in the first week of 
June, it is felt the most reliable date is 7 June 1861. See Notes on the 5-cent plain border 
provisional below. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A Caspary Fake 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The cover illustrated above is a Macon provisional cover from the Caspary collection (HRH 
Harmer sale 989). The postmark is not recognizable as a Macon postmark and the “5” markings 
do not match any recorded Macon stampless markings. While the stamp may be genuine the 
use on cover use is not. This cover is not included in the census. 
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Unusual Plain Border Provisional Covers  
 
Three covers have handstamped Paid 5 markings in addition to the 5-cent adhesive provisional, 
even though the covers are directed to addresses within the 5-cent rate distance. On two of the 
covers the stamp is not tied or canceled. Curiously, they have the earliest recorded dates of use 
for this stamp: 1 Jun [1861] and 5 Jun [1861].  
 
On the third cover the stamp is tied (2 --- [186-], However, the “N” of “MACON,” which ties the 
stamp to the cover, appears wider than on other examples of the same postmark. This may be 
an indication the stamp was added. 
 
These covers are illustrated below and  listed in the census. 
 

 

 
 
    
               Postmarked 1 Jun [1861] (CN-017) 

 
 
  
 
 

 
  
 
 
          Postmarked 5 Jun [1861] (CN-005) 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
   Postmarked 2 --- [186-] (CN-013) 
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Unusual Floral Border Provisional Covers  
 
On four covers the stamp is not tied. It is unusual for the Macon provisionals not to be tied by 
the town postmark. 
 
These covers are illustrated below and  listed in the census. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  Postmarked 5 Aug [1861] (CN-027) 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
          Postmarked 3 Sep [1861] (CN039) 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
  Postmarked 20 --- [186-] (CN-023) 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
    No Date (CN-043) 
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Laid Paper 
 
A number of the floral border stamps are said to be on laid paper: 21 Jun [1861], 30 Jun [1861], 
8 Jul [1861], (24Jul [1861], 27 Jul [1861], and 29 --- [186-] (CN-018, 019, 024, 033, and 034). It 
is difficult to determine if a stamp is on laid paper when it is affixed to a cover. The only sure 
way to determine if a stamp is on laid paper is to lift it for examination. All floral border stamps 
are listed on wove paper in this census, except CN-018 which was determined to be on laid 
paper when lifted. 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Cover with stamp determined to be on laid paper (30 Jun [1861] (CN-018). Cover illustration 
courtesy Philatelic Foundation, inset courtesy Robert A. Siegel Sale 1255, lot 1178 
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Full Census Macon, Georgia, Stampless Covers

Macon, Georgia -- 2c black on gray green -- MAC-GA-A01 (53X5)

5 --- [186-]

References: HRH-5Mar1956-215; RAS-
14Apr1984(632)-34*  [001]

Postmark: Black "MACON / GA" (DC)

Address: G. E. Carleton / Macon / Ga.

Provenance: Caspary

Notes: Left half of cover is extensively 
reconstructed. Stamp lifted and replaced.

Image: Robert A Siegel Auctions

Cert: PF-133880

7 --- [186-]

References: RAS-28Sep1999(815)-60*; 
SPK-19Nov2009-25*  [002]

Postmark: Black "MACON / GA" (DC)

Address: Dr. G. E. Carleton / Macon / Ga.

Provenance: Ferrary, Hind, Kilbourne, Gross

Notes: None.

Image: Philatelic Foundation

Cert: PF-482999*

No Postmark

References: RAS-27Apr1967(317)-336; HRH-
24Jun2021( )-71*  [003]

Postmark: Paid marking

Address: Col Jno. B. Lamar / Macon / Ga.

Provenance: Caspary, Lilly, Haub

Notes: None.

Image: H R Harmer Auctions

Cert: None
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Macon, Georgia -- 5c black on yellow -- MAC-GA-A02 (53X4)

1 Jun [1861]

References: RAS-28Aug1971(399)-183; HRH-
26Jan2022(3055-6)-105*  [017]

Postmark: Black "MACON / GA" (DC)

Address: J. H. Phinizy Esq / Savannah / Ga

Provenance: Haub

Notes: Handstamped "PAID" and "5" -- see 
"Notes for the Collector."

Image: H R Harmer Auctions

Cert: None

5 Jun [1861]

References: RAS-10Dec2012(1035)-38; SR-
25Apr2009(34)-2669*  [005]

Postmark: Black "MACON / GA" (DC)

Address: Mrs. Peter J Williams / Milledgeville / Geo

Provenance: Stonewall, Haas, Sharrer

Notes: Handstamped "PAID" and "5" UC to UR. 
Corner card of "Lanier House" at UL.  See 
"Notes for the Collector."

Image: Schuyler Rumsey Auctions

Cert: PF-477515*

7 Jun [1861]

References: RAS-25Sep2002(850)-5739*; HRH- 
22Jun2019(3026)-60*  [006]

Postmark: Black "MACON / GA" (DC)

Address: Mrs Peter. J. Williams / Milledgeville / Geo

Provenance: "Tara," Everett, Agre, Haub

Notes: Overall gray advertising cover of H. N. Ells 
& Co.

Image: H R Harmer Auctions

Cert: None
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Macon, Georgia -- 5c black on yellow -- MAC-GA-A02 (53X4)

8 Jun [1861]

References: HRC-22Mar1949-398; RAS-
17Dec2001(840)-67*  [041]

Postmark: Black "MACON / GA" (DC)

Address: R. Montford & Co / Butler / Geo.

Provenance: Hall

Notes: Cover reduced at left.

Image: Robert A Siegel Auctions

Cert: None

9 Jun [1861]

References: RAS-28Sep1999(815)-61; RAS-
26Mar2026(1373)-3266*  [007]

Postmark: Black "MACON / GA" (DC)

Address: To His Exelency [sic] / Joseph E Brown / 
Milledge Ville / Ga

Provenance: Caspary, Kilbourne, Gross

Notes: Blue-lined folded letter dated 1861.

Image: Robert A Siegel Auctions

Cert: PF-483603*

13 Jun [1861]

References: RAS-29Apr1981(579)-484*  [011]

Postmark: Black "MACON / GA" (DC)

Address: Mr Walker J. Brooks / Savannah / Geo

Provenance: None recorded

Notes: None.

Image: Robert A Siegel Auctions

Cert: PF-99312
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Macon, Georgia -- 5c black on yellow -- MAC-GA-A02 (53X4)

1- Jun [1861]

References: HRH-5Mar1956-212; RAS-
10Dec2012(1035)-37*  [008]

Postmark: Black "MACON / GA" (DC)

Address: Thos Nesbitt Esq / "Berzelia" / Georgia

Provenance: Caspary, Lilly, Sharrer

Notes: None.

Image: Philatelic Foundation

Cert: PF-477241*

-- Jun [1861]

References: HRH-5Mar1956-210; HRH-
21Apr1967(1764)-2047  [009]

Postmark: "MACON / GA" (DC)

Address: Mr. Geo. Freeman / Savannah / Ga

Provenance: Caspary, Muzzy

Notes: None.

Image: H R Harmer Auctions

Cert: None

2 --- [1861]

References: RAS-27Apr1999(810)-1908*; RAS-
28Mar2012(1022)-1038*  [013]

Postmark: Black "MACON / GA" (DC)

Address: Mr A. H. Greer / Oglethorpe / Ga

Provenance: Weatherly, Hill, "DK"

Notes: Handstamped "PAID" and "5" -- see 
"Notes for the Collector." Gray overall 
advertising cover of Greer & Lake.

Image: Philatelic Foundation

Cert: PF-503961*
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Macon, Georgia -- 5c black on yellow -- MAC-GA-A02 (53X4)

9 --- [1861]

References: RAS-24Apr1982(596)-35*; RAS-
25May1983(619)-24  [010]

Postmark: Black "MACON / GA" (DC)

Address: A. H. Greer Esqr / Oglethorpe / Ga

Provenance: Gehrmann, "Old Oak"

Notes: Day date may be 8, month date is June or 
July.

Image: Robert A Siegel Auctions

Cert: PF-120627

11 --- [1861]

References: SPB-9Mar1978-2067; RAS-
24Jun2014(1073)-283*  [015]

Postmark: Black "MACON / GA" (DC)

Address: T. J. Worthin Esq / Tennile / Ga

Provenance: Col Green, Meroni, Carnahan, Brandon

Notes: Month date may be "JUL."

Image: Robert A Siegel Auctions

Cert: PF-14050

Illegible Date

References: HRH-27Nov1950(621)-67; RAS-
27Mar1964(267)-131*  [012]

Postmark: Black "MACON / GA" (DC)

Address: Mrs Peter. J. Williams / Milledgeville / Geo

Provenance: Moody

Notes: Cover reduced at left. Corner card of 
"Lanier House."

Image: Robert A Siegel Auctions

Cert: None
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Macon, Georgia -- 5c black on yellow -- MAC-GA-A02 (53X4)

No Postmark

References: HRH-10Dec2019(3030)-69*; RAS-
9Nov2021(1244)-536*  [014]

Postmark: Black "MACON / GA // 5 / PAID" marking

Address: Miss Lizzie Barron / Clinton / Georgia

Provenance: Hessel; Haub, Przybyl

Notes: None.

Image: Robert A Siegel Auctions

Cert: None

Macon, Georgia -- 5c black on yellow, vertical pair -- MAC-GA-A02a (53X4)

4 --- [186-]

References: APCB-1960(26)-120; CPC-36; CP-May-
Jun1977(22:3)-68  [016]

Postmark: "MACON / GA" (DC)

Address: Dr. J. P. Mettaner / Prince Edward C. H. / 
Virginia

Provenance: Tapling

Notes: Patriotic flag envelope (CSA Type F7-12A).

Image: Confederate Patriotic Covers and Their Uses 
(book)

Cert: None
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Macon, Georgia -- 5c black on yellow, tete-beche pair -- MAC-GA-A02b (53X4a)

7 Aug 1861

References: HRH-5Mar1956-213; RAS-
27Apr1967(317)-335; HRH-
22Jun2019(3026)-61*  [004]

Postmark: "Henderson Ga" (ms)

Address: Major T. R. Bloom / Montery [Monterey]. 
Virginia

Provenance: Ferrary, Hind, Caspary, Lilly, Haub

Notes: Manuscript "Paid" UC just to left of 
provisional pair.

Image: H R Harmer Auctions

Cert: None

Macon, Georgia -- 5c black on yellow -- MAC-GA-A03 (53X3)

21 Jun [1861]

References: RAS-29Apr1981(579)-483  [025]

Postmark: "MACON / GA" (DC)

Address: Mrs Martha D. Nesbitt / Marietta. / 
Georgia.

Provenance: None recorded

Notes: Some sources state the stamp was 
printed on laid paper.

Image: Philatelic Foundation

Cert: PF-100671

28 Jun [1861]

References: HRH-5Mar1956-204; AS-27Apr1999(810)-
1909*; RAS-28Mar2012(1022)-1040*  
[026]

Postmark: Black "MACON / GA" (DC)

Address: Mrs Sallie King / Marion / Alabama

Provenance: Caspary, Haas, "DK"

Notes: None.

Image: Robert A Siegel Auctions

Cert: None
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Macon, Georgia -- 5c black on yellow -- MAC-GA-A03 (53X3)

29 Jun [1861]

References: RAS-25Sep2019(1208)-112*  [021]

Postmark: Black "MACON / GA" (DC)

Address: Mrs Howell Cobb / Athens / Georgia

Provenance: MacBride, Kilbourne

Notes: None.

Image: Civil War Philatelic Authentication Service 

Cert: CWPAS-03569*

1 Jul [1861]

References: APCB-1960(26)-120  [032]

Postmark: "MACON / GA" (DC)

Address: Mrs Elizabeth Robinson / Louisville / Ga

Provenance: Tapling

Notes: None.

Image: American Philatelic Congress Book

Cert: None

5 Jul [1861]

References: SR-22Apr2010-(37)-1405*; RAS-
25Sep2019(1208)-111*  [045]

Postmark: Black "MACON / GA" (DC)

Address: Mr A. H. Greer / Oglethorpe / Ga

Provenance: Wickersham

Notes: Overall illustrated cover of Greer & Lake.

Image: Robert A Siegel Auctions

Cert: None
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Macon, Georgia -- 5c black on yellow -- MAC-GA-A03 (53X3)

8 Jul [1861]

References: CRL-19Mar1986-1020*; NUT-14Apr1999-
4214*  [033]

Postmark: Black "MACON / GA" (DC)

Address: R. Montfort & Co. / Butler, / Geo

Provenance: "Tara," Hill, Jaretzky

Notes: Some sources state the stamp was 
printed on laid paper. Cover repaired 
across right end.

Image: Philatelic Foundation

Cert: CWPAS-01418*; PF-440503*

15 Jul [1861]

References: HRH-5Mar1956-203; CRL-14Jun1989-
2046; RAS-24Jun2015(1104)-2157*  [028]

Postmark: Black "MACON / GA" (DC)

Address: R Montfort & Co. / Butler, / Geo

Provenance: Caspary

Notes: None.

Image: Robert A Siegel Auctions

Cert: None

16 Jul [1861]

References: SR-22Apr2010(37)-1404*  [040]

Postmark: Black "MACON GE0."

Address: Mr M. S. Jobson / Richmond / Virginia

Provenance: None recorded

Notes: Manuscript "Due / 5 cts." Patriotic flag 
envelope (CSA Type F11-9).

Image: Schuyler Rumsey Auctions

Cert: None
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Macon, Georgia -- 5c black on yellow -- MAC-GA-A03 (53X3)

17 Jul [1861]

References: RAS-13Apr2000(823)407*; RAS-
9Jun2022(1257)-2561*  [046]

Postmark: Black "MACON GE0."

Address: Wm. H. Baldy Esqr. / Starkville / Lee 
County / Ga

Provenance: Walker

Notes: None.

Image: Robert A Siegel Auctions

Cert: None

23 Jul [1861]

References: RAS-16Dec1986-763 ; CG-
30May2016(34)-837*  [042]

Postmark: Black "MACON / GA" (DC)

Address: Mr M. S. Jobson / Richmond / Virginia

Provenance: None recorded

Notes:  Manuscript "Due 5."

Image: Christoph Gartner Auctions

Cert: CWPAS-01653*

24 Jul [1861]

References: RAS-25Sep2002(850)-5738*; RAS-
3Mar2017(1151)-1586*  [024]

Postmark: Black "MACON / GA" (DC)

Address: Mrs Judge King / Marion / Alabama

Provenance: Beverly Hills, Agre

Notes: Some sources state the stamp was 
printed on laid paper.

Image: Robert A Siegel Auctions

Cert: CWPAS-02746*
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Macon, Georgia -- 5c black on yellow -- MAC-GA-A03 (53X3)

26 Jul [1861]

References: RAS-30Oct1993(754)-146*; RAS-
25Sep2024(1330)-580*  [020]

Postmark: Black "MACON / GA" (DC)

Address: Mrs. Howell Cobb / Athens / Georgia

Provenance: Hind, Moody, Everett, "Penguin"

Notes: None.

Image: Robert A Siegel Auctions

Cert: CWPAS-02556*

27 Jul [1861]

References: RAS-16Mar2006(907)-2675*; RAS-
26Mar2026(1373)-3268*  [019]

Postmark: Black "MACON / GA" (DC)

Address: Mr A. H. Greer / Oglethorpe / Ga

Provenance: None recorded

Notes: Gum stain around bottom and right side 
of stamp has been cleaned. Some sources 
state the stamp was printed on laid paper.

Image: Robert A Siegel Auctions

Cert: CWPAS-02470*

5 Aug [1861]

References: RAS-17Dec2001(840)-66*  [027]

Postmark: Black "MACON / GA" (DC)

Address: Mrs Howell Cobb / Athens / Georgia

Provenance: Hall

Notes: See "Notes for the Collector."

Image: Robert A Siegel Auctions

Cert: None
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Macon, Georgia -- 5c black on yellow -- MAC-GA-A03 (53X3)

17 Aug [1861]

References: SR-25Apr2009(34)-2667*; RAS-
26Mar2026(1373)-3267*  [031]

Postmark: Black "MACON GE0."

Address: A. H. Greer Esqr / Oglethorpe / Ga

Provenance: Muzzy

Notes: None.

Image: Schuyler Rumsey Auctions

Cert: PF-500746*

19 Aug [1861]

References: RAS-12Apr2000(822)-80; RAS-
28Mar2012(1022)-1039*  [022]

Postmark: Black "MACON GE0."

Address: A. H. Greer Esqr / Oglethorpe / Ga

Provenance: Hessel, Carnahan, Green, "DK"

Notes: Overall green illustrated envelope of 
Greer & Lake.

Image: Philatelic Foundation

Cert: PF-500746*

-- Aug [1861]

References: HRH-17May1976(2339)-2522; RAS-
24Jun2014(1073)-284*  [030]

Postmark: Black "MACON GE0."

Address: Mrs Howell Cobb / Athens / Georgia

Provenance: Engel, Jaretzky

Notes: Weak strike of postmark.

Image: Robert A Siegel Auctions

Cert: CWPAS-05931*
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Macon, Georgia -- 5c black on yellow -- MAC-GA-A03 (53X3)

3 Sep [1861]

References: CG-30May2016(34)-836*  [039]

Postmark: Black "MACON GE0."

Address: Miss Mary Ann Lamar Cobb / Athens / 
Georgia

Provenance: None recorded

Notes: See "Notes for the Collector."

Image: Christoph Gartner Auctions

Cert: PF-610903*

2  --- [186-]

References: HRH-27Nov1950(621)-66; HRH-
19Jan1971-481; RCF-25Jan1991(45)-
526*  [029]

Postmark: Black "MACON / GA" (DC)

Address: Wm. G. Noble Esq / Athens / Geo.

Provenance: Moddy

Notes: Cover is U. S. 3c star die envelope.

Image: Richard C Frajola Auctions

Cert: None

5 --- [186-]

References: RAS-23Feb1967(313)-178; HRH-
30Apr2024(3070)-211*  [043]

Postmark: Black "MACON GE0."

Address: Mrs. Martha Service / Care of J. H. Service 
Esq / Augusta, / Geo.

Provenance: Haub

Notes: Embossed imprint Wm. S. Williford. See 
"Notes for the Collector."

Image: H R Harmer Auctions

Cert: None
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Macon, Georgia -- 5c black on yellow -- MAC-GA-A03 (53X3)

20 --- [186-]

References: GIL-14Jun1922(98-4)-25; HRH-21Oct1975-
206; HRH-21Jun2023-125*  [023]

Postmark: Black "MACON GE0."

Address: Lieut S. H. Washington / Company "F" 3r. 
Ga Regiment / of Volunteers / 
Portsmouth / Va.

Provenance: Ferrary, Hessel, Haub

Notes: PAID 5 revalued 10 -- see "Notes for the 
Collector."

Image: Postmasters’ Provisionals: United States and 
Confederate States (book)

Cert: None

29 --- [186-]

References: RAS-17May1979(546)-581; RAS-
28Oct1997(795)-370*; SR-26Apr2018(78)-
2042*  [034]

Postmark: Black "MACON / GA" (DC)

Address: Edward Atkinson Esqr / Flemmington [sic] 
/ Marion Co / East Fla

Provenance: Col Green, A Hall

Notes: Some sources state the stamp was 
printed on laid paper.

Image: Schuyler Rumsey Auctions

Cert: None
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Macon, Georgia -- 5c black on yellow, pair -- MAC-GA-A03a (53X3)

23 Jul [1861]

References: RAS-20Oct1972(420)-641; HRH-
7Aug2020(3035)-76*  [036]

Postmark: Black "MACON / GA" (DC)

Address: Dr J. P. Mettaner / Prince Edward C. H. / 
Virginia

Provenance: Caspary, Weatherly, Haub

Notes: Patriotic flag envelope (CSA Type F7-12).

Image: H R Harmer Auctions

Cert: None

29 Aug [1861]

References: HRH-2Apr1964(1555)-919; RAS-
23Feb1967(313)-17; NUT-14Apr1999-
4215*  [035]

Postmark: Black "MACON GE0."

Address: Honl Howell Cobb / Richmond / Virginia

Provenance: Caspary, Hill

Notes: Top and bottom sheet margin vertical 
pair.

Image: Nutmeg Auctions

Cert: None

7 Aug [1861]

References: RCF-25Jan1991(45)-439; SR-
25Apr2009(34)-2666*  [044]

Postmark: Black "MACON / GA" (DC)

Address: Dr J. P. Mettaner / Prince Edward C. H. / 
Virginia

Provenance: Jaretzky

Notes: Horizontal pair on patriotic flag envelope 
(CSA Type F7-12).

Image: Schuyler Rumsey Auctions

Cert: None
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Macon, Georgia -- 5c black on yellow, pair -- MAC-GA-A03a (53X3)

Illegible Date

References: HRH-5Mar1956-209; HRH-
10Dec2020(3039-4)-75*; RAS-
9Nov2021(1244)-535*  [037]

Postmark: Black "MACON GE0."

Address: Honl Howell Cob / Richmond / Virgini

Provenance: Caspary, Lilly, Haub, Przybyl

Notes: Top and bottom sheet margin vertical 
pair.

Image: H R Harmer Auctions

Cert: None

Illegible Date

References: HRH-5Mar1956-207; RAS-
28Sep1999(815)-63*; SPK-19Nov2009-
23*  [038]

Postmark: Black "MACON GE0."

Address: John A. Cobb Esq / Care Col Howell Cobb 
/ Richmond / Virginia

Provenance: Caspary, Meroni, Kilbourne, Gross

Notes: None.

Image: Robert A Siegel Auctions

Cert: None

Macon, Georgia -- 5c black on laid yellow paper -- MAC0GA-A06 (53X6)

30 Jun [1861]

References: MB-27Jun2002(249)-1078; RAS-
17May2022(1255)-1178*  [018]

Postmark: Black "MACON / GA" (DC)

Address: Honl Howell Cobb / Athens / Georgia

Provenance: Myerson, Corwin, Gorham

Notes: Stamp determined to be on laid paper 
when lifted - see "Notes for the Collector."

Image: Philatelic Foundation

Cert: PF-387647*
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