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Mississippi 186r: Post-secession Use of Lf.S. Postage

Purpose and Scope: This Postal History Exhibit documents how mail was handled in Mississippi {iom

the time of its secgssion from the United States on January 9, 1861, to May 3 1, 1851 * the last day when

U.S" postage couid be used to rnail a letter in the seceded states. This period was further divided by

Mississippi"s status as an frrur'nr,rg-'r,c;$sislff $i.*rl* from January 9 until it joined the Confederacy on February

U.S. government permitted its stamps to continue to move the mails in the rebel states.

This exhibit covers the period prior to the Confederacy taking over the mails in the seceded Southern

states on June 1, 1861.

Background: The narrow 4-month, 3-week period covered hy the exhibit was a time of turmoil and

confusion. Mississippi residents and their postmasters had to carry on as mail was the primary form of
communication. Mail distribution was facilitated by the federal govefilment in Washington, which

allowed a continuation of services in the seceded Southern states until May 31, 1861, in the hope that

differences could be resolved without acrimony.

Rarity: lmportant and scarce covers are fii'ra;ciirrtr in. ro.-qj] iil,ti,-.;ce;" Notations about postally signiticant

covers are alu,:se.:riE;eif iill !:'i;:ti.: f.e;.r;l beneath the envelope's description. Covers certified by experts are

marked with a'0C." The term "known" refbrs to knowledge gathered by the exhibitor from publications,

auction sales, exhibits and exhibitor's own soon-to-be-published philatelic sensus data.
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1853 Nesbitt issue 3-cent

embossed buffenvelope

Holly Springs, Mississippi

January 9, 1861

Exhibit 0rganization

Chapter 1: Independent Statehood Uses of U.S. Postage -- Pages 1-5

fJanuary 9 to February 3, 1861]

Chapter 2: Conf'ederate Use of U.S. Postage -- Pages 6-16

lFebruary 4 to May 31. 1861.I
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Chapter l: Independent Statehood Uses of U.S. Postage

1.1 First \Yeek of Independent Statehqgd

1853 Nesbitt issue 3-cent embossed ...

Long Branch, Mississippi

January 10,1861

Omly lrnown covsr knorrn from
tr oug Branch during the
Independent Statehood period.

9AAnAfi

t

1860 Nesbitt Star Die issue 3-cent
embossed stamped buff envelope

Coltunbus. Mississippi

January 12,1861

Ouly rocorded advortiring cover
from Columbus durimg the
Independent Statehood period.

-rfu.., . 
,

Black ink PAID and boxed
"3" cent handstamp

Canton, Mississippi

January 13,1861

$eldom seen truacated
boxed s3tt cent handstamp
war only u*ed in Canton
from late Nov*mber 1S60 to
Aprtl37, 1S61.

-
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1.2 Mid-Month

'*

t.
L. 1860 Nesbitt Star Die issue 3-cent embossed buffenvelope

Circle of Wedges cancel

Enterprise, Mississippi

Ja:ruary 16, 1861

U.S. 1857 issue 3-cent stamp

Steamship mail - originating town unknown - received at
Natchez, Mississippi, on January 19, 1861, where
"STEAM" handstamp was applied to cancel the stamp.
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1.2 Mid-Month

U.S. 1857 issue 1-cent stamp
(used for local "Drcrp Mail")

ffi
Natchez, Mississippi, January ffi23,1861 ffi

One of fwo recorded
*xemples of the l$57 issne 1-

cent stamp used to lerve a
Ietter nt the N*tchez post
office for anothor residpnt.
Earliest l-cent 6odropto eove.

knorryn during trndependent
Statehood peniod.

1860 Nesbitt Star Die issue

3-cent embossed stamped

white envelope

Grenada, Mississippi
.Tanuary 24,1861

One of two recordcd
examples of l{esbitt Star
Die covers mailed from
Grenadn duning the
trndependout St*tehood
period and the earliest
known use

1860 Nesbitt Star Die issue

3-cent embossed stamped
white envelope

Pine Ridge, Mississippi,
January 24, 1861

Smly keewn eover mailed
from Pine Ridge during theffi
Independent Statehood f,period. f

)' .
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1.3 Final Week of Independent Statehood

1860 Nesbitt Star Die issue 3-cent
embossed buff envelope

Mofion, Mississippi

January 27, 1861

Incorrect year slug of 1851 inside

circular dute stcunp. Al,so, listing
o/- monlh-yeur-duy i,s unusual.

T
eI

a

U.S. 1857 issue 3*csnt stamp c

Vaiden, Mississippi

January 28, 1861

Only known Mississippi star statehood patriotic coyer mailed during the Independemt
Statehood perlod. [''ewer than {ive of these Mls*isrippi rtar covsrfl have survived from the

ontire Civil Wnr period.
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Chapter 2r Confederate Use of U.S. Postage

2.1 First lVrck as a Confederate State

Firs* $ay of
Confederate tlse

1860 Nesbitt Star Die issue 3-cent embossed stamped buff envelope

Carrollton. Mississippi

February 4, 1861

Strip of three U.S. 1857 issue 1-cent stamps

Circle of Wedges cancel

Enterprise, Mississippi

February 9, 1861
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2.2 Star Cancels

1860 Nesbitt Star Die issue i-cent embossed starnped buff envelope

Clinton, Mississippi, March 2, 1861

Blu* ink star handstamp caneeled the Nesbitt Star Die. Clinton was
one of six Mississippi post offices that used bluc ink"

C

*

1853 Nesbitt 3-cent embossed stamped buff envelope

Canton, Mississippi, February 13, 1861

Slack ink i'twisted rope" star canceled the Nesbitt entire.
The covsr carried a valentise toAlabama.
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2.3 Obscure Mississippi Towns

1860 Neshitt Star Die issue 3-cent
em bossed stamped bufT envelope

I-[urricane, IVlississippi. March 7, l86l

Only known Confederate cover
from Hurricane.

ft1 /r*tt. ,/1t'tf
/rtr / lr

({,. t L 'il

1860 Nesbitt Star Die issue 3-cent
embossed stamped buff envelope

Hopson, Mississippi, February 16, l86l

1860 Nesbitl Star Die issue 3-cent
embossed stampecl buff envelope

Doolittle Station, Mississippi

Letter accompanying is dated

March 10. 1861

*
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2.4 Advertising Covers

1860 Nesbitt Star Die issue

3-cent embossed stamped

buffenvelope

Columbus, Mississippi
March 9" 1861

Only recorded survMng
BLUE etencil adv*rtising
eover from the Columbus
tife & Goneral fnsursnce
Company mailed in the
Confederate era.

Bf,'rl{ol,r}s, slsvsJss & c0.
DE.{l,Ens nS

{$etlcrx[ @rrrtrnudire, -

BIiAilIXINT IIII..

U.S. 1857 issue 3-cent
slamp

Brandon, Mississippi

May i6, 186i

U.S. 1857 issue 3-cent
stamp

Brandon. Mississippi

May 8, 1861

?

-

9



2.5 Patriotic Covers

U;S. 1857 issue 3-cent stamp

Abercleen, Mississippi

March 23, 1861

llli*sissippi Confederate State $eal iu uppsr left eorner hns
*Mississippi" printed in tiny type above the single star and *J*n.9,
186I}' in the framo below the im*ges. Illustraticn shrws a
etoamboat, a train, cotton bsil and large wheels to represent the
statets industry and econoxry.

Vicksburg, Mi ssissippi

April 24, 1861

Unusual patriotic drsign with f'ewer than five knorvn. Upper left corner
shows two flag*, both with a single sfar and the right flag with a palmetto
tree. Eight stars are in the cunburst et the top. The elaborate allegorieal
illustration at bottom shows wheat stalks, a tr*in crcssing a bridgeo a
cotton b*il, and cotton buds to syrnbolire the Seuth's econCImy.

//
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2.5 FIag Patriotic Coyers

Black ink PAID and boxed "3"
cent handstamps

Canton. Mississippi

Seldom seer truncated boxed "3"
cent hardstamp \^,as only used
trom late November 1860 to
April 27, 1861 .

Strip of three U.S. 1857

issue l-cent stamps

Holly Springs.
Mississippi

March 25, 1861.

Overall cover design of
the .fir"st national.flag af
the Confedercrcy with
seven sturs lbr the first
seven states tojotn.

U.S. 1857 issue 3-cent stamp

Aberdesn, Mississippi" April
29.1861

Only known exampls of this
S-star p*triotic design nsed in
the Confederecy.

i"n

C
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2.6 Republic of Mississippi

an L4-r'

U.S. I857 issue 3 
jcent stanrp

Natclrez. Mississippi, February 26. I 861

Letter (photo*opy) is drtetrinesl 'o&,epublic of
Mississippi / Natehez I February ?Sth/61.'

/r'
-*4-*=a--?-se

le""'E{&1"@f ,{-*{*;.-

W*
*-dz.-.*- ,E-*-*--*--

'*

1860 Nesbitt Star Die issue 3-
cent embossed stamped buff

envelope

Byhalia, Mississippi, March 11,

I 861

Letter (photoeopy) is datetined
$Rcpublie of Missicsippi /
Mer*h 1S/51.'

€_-_2
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2.7 Official Business Uses

U.S. Post Office Department tbrm mailed FREE with manuscript

"P.O.8."

Canton, Mississippi

March 20, 1861

Very few of thesr USPOD forms used iu Southern states have
survivcd. This cover is the only one known with n mannscript
P.O.B. (Post Office Business) from Canton.

Pair of U.S. 1857 3-cent
stamps

Jackson, Mississippi

April5, 1861

kvalid manuscript
notatiotr by sender *on

ofricial businessr" which
only applied to official
Fost Office mailings, so the
Army officer had to buy
two stamps to serd his
letten

Sr*1 @lftus

L
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2.8 Fancy Cancels

*l
Canton Lyre

U.S. 1857 issue 3-cent stamp

Canton, Mississippi

April4, 1861

Coffeeville Circle of Wedges

1860 Nesbitt Star Die issue 3-cent embossed
starnped buff envelope

Coffeeville, Mississippi

February 19, 1861

,*
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2.9 PAID Handstamps

U.S. 1860 Nesbitt Star Die
issue 3-cent embossed

stamped white envelope
lr,ith PAID over the Nesbitt

Vicksburg, Mississippi

March 12, 1B6i

Black ink boxed PAID
harldstarnp

Manuscript'03" cents

notation of postage paicl

Winona^ Mississippi

April 5. I861

3-cent PAID Postmaster

Provisional handstamp

Jackson, Mississippi

May 25, 1861

Some trocatr postmasters prepared
stamped envelopes in *dvance to
later sell to customers. These are
known as {(Pottmasters'

Provisionals.o'

This cover is omo of four
recorded surviYing ex*mples of
the Jackson posturaster
provision*1.

15



2.10 Final Day Confederate States Could Use U.S. Postage

Epilogue

3-cent U-S. Postmaster's Provisional envelope revalued with S-cent and 10-cent C

Confederzrte Provisional handstamps

Jackson, Mississippi

June 24, 1861

This cover illustrates the confunion at the start of the Confederate postal

system. The postmaster had a pre-paid provisional envelope with the 3-cent
U.$. rateo then rev*lued the envolope with the new S-cent Confederste rate,
and then revalued it a second tlme to It eents as the cover was traveliug
more than 500 miles. Only rocordcd oxnmple of thir double revaluation.

,.1t:i.ty''

U.S" 1857 issue 3-cent stamp

Natchez, Mississippi

May 31, 1861

This cover was mailed on
tke last day that u.$.
postage was *llowsd in the
Confederacy.
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